
April   30,   2021   

Parents,   
The   news   is   BIG!   It   is   a   secret   no   more!   Our   St.   Mark   “Growing   in   the   Good   News”   Capital   Campaign   has   
officially   begun!   This   past   weekend   Fr.   Tim   kicked   off   our   Capital   Campaign   to   raise   $4.5   million   dollars   to   build   a   
new   6500+   square   foot   gymnasium,   a   new   cafeteria   kitchen,   two   new   pre-kindergarten   rooms   and   a   new   parish   
office,   all   in   the   space   of   the   courtyard   between   school   and   church.   Very   EXCITING   times   to   be   a   St.   Mark   Lion!   
  

A   little   history,   when   Msgr.   Schafer,   our   first   priest   in   1947,   decided   to   build   the   school   in   1947   and   the   church   
(Schafer   Hall)   in   1950,   he   intentionally   built   the   school   on   the   eastern   part   of   our   property   (near   Smock   St)   and   
the   church   near   the   western   part   (US   31)   of   our   property   so   the   Archdiocese   would   not   try   to   sell   part   of   the   land,   
which   was   so   valuable,   near   US   31.   He   had   always   envisioned   building   between   the   school   and   the   church   in   the   
future   when   the   school   and   the   parish   started   to   grow.     
  

In   1993   the   new   church,   that   we   currently   use,   was   built   and   the   old   church   (Schafer   Hall)   was   converted   to   a   
gym   and   the   basement   used   for   the   cafeteria   for   school.   The   school’s   Library   was   also   constructed.     
  

In   the   Fall   of   2009,   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   enrollment   was   declining   as   we   had   165   students   enrolled,   which   
included   13   pre-kindergarten   students,   and   very   little   diversity.   The   parish   population   was   dwindling   and   there   
were   rumblings   of   closing   the   school   because   of   low   enrollment   and   it   was   becoming   a   financial   burden   on   the   
parish.    But   as   you   know,   things   changed   quickly.   Beginning   in   2010   our   school   became   stable   and   we   started   to   
see   an   increase   each   year   in   enrollment.   Along   with   the   school   growth,   our   parish   population   also   mirrored   the   
school   growth   in   population   and   diversity.   
  

When   we   open   our   doors   to   school   this   fall,   we   will   have   492   students,   of   which   48   will   be   pre-Kindergarten,   with   
a   waiting   list   in   most   grades.   The   school,   student   and   staff   will   be   one   of   the   most   diverse   in   the   Archdiocese   and   
possibly   in   the   country.    And   our   church   population   continues   to   grow   with   new   families   registering   each   week!   
Our    “Growing   in   the   Good   News”   Capital   Campaign   will    Preserve   our   Legacy    that   those   before   us   have   built   and   
at   the   same   time    Secure   our   Future    as   a   diverse,   growing   school   and   parish   community   that   serves   many   
ministries   in   our   community.   
  

You   should   have   received   a   mailing   with   information   on   this   Capital   Campaign.   Soon   you   will   receive   a   pledge   
card   to   complete   that   will   allow   you   to   prayerfully   discern   the   amount   that   you   want   to   pledge   over   the   next   five   
years   to   help   us   complete   this   important   project.   This   is   YOUR   SCHOOL!   We   want   all   school   families   to   
participate   in   this   Capital   Campaign.     
  

100%   of   our   school   teachers,   administrators,   and   staff   have   already   turned   in   their   completed   pledge   card   and   
are   excited   about   this   project.    We   need   your   help!   We   need   you   to   take   ownership   in   this   once   in   a   lifetime   
opportunity   to   create   more   space   for   students   to   learn,   to   help   build   a   facility   that   will   meet   our   needs   and   help   fix   
things   that   need   repaired.     We   need   you   to   be   a   part   of   this!   
  

Included   with   this   Bridge   are   some   of   the   architectural   renderings   of   the   new   facility   that   will   include   a   new   large   
gymnasium   that   will   also   be   used   for   CYO   events,   large   parish   events,   wedding   receptions,   and   also   used   as   our   
cafeteria.   A   new   state   of   the   art   kitchen   for   our   cafeteria   staff,   new   parish   offices,   two   large   new   Pre-Kindergarten   
classrooms    each   with   their   own   restrooms.   The   facility   will   be   connected   to   the   current   main   entrance   to   the   
school   and   there   will   be   two   new   restrooms   in   that   area   as   well.     

  



  
  

  
Fr.   Tim   has   shown   great   leadership   and   vision   with   this   Capital   Campaign   and   Chuck   and   Donna   Kern,   long   time   
parishioners   whose   children   and   grandchildren   attend   St.   Mark   Catholic   School,   serve   as   our   lead   chair   persons.   
During   the   time   of   the   Silent   Phase   of   this   Capital   Campaign   we   have   already   received   pledges   of   over   $3.8   
million   dollars!   So   we   need   your   help   to   reach   our   goal   and   start   this   project   soon!    The   sooner   we   raise   the   
funds,   the   sooner   we   can   begin   construction.     
  

Please   join   us   in   this   Capital   Campaign   by   completing   your   pledge   card,   including   a   down   payment   if   you   can,   
and   taking   ownership   of   your   children’s   school.   Our   school   is   the   largest   ministry   of   our   parish   and   the   extra   
space   that   will   be   created   will   also   free   up   space   for   our   students   with   special   needs   and   our   ESL   students   so   
that   teachers   and   support   staff   can   provide   the   best   education   for   them   that   is   possible.   
  

This   is   YOUR   SCHOOL!   We   do   not   receive   state   or   government   funding   for   our   school   to   operate   or   to   expand.   
We   rely   on   tuition   income,   parishioner   support   and   this   Capital   Campaign   to   allow   us   to   Grow   in   the   Good   News   
of   God,   to   have   your   children   pray   in   class,   to   attend   Mass,   to   pray   the   Rosary,   to   attend   Eucharistic   Adoration,   
and   to   read   scripture   at   their   desk   during   the   school   day.    You   are   in   my   prayers   as   you   consider   the   amount   that   
you   will   help   with   this   opportunity   of   a   life   time!     
  

The   amount   you   pledge   will   remain   confidential.   If   you   have   any   questions   about   the   Capital   Campaign   please   
contact   me   or   Alison   Archer,   Parish   Administrative   Assistant,   at    aarcher@stmarkindy.org .    All   pledge   cards   will   
go   directly   to   the   business   office   in   the   Parish   Office.    What   a   GREAT   TIME   to   be   a   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   
Lion!   Have   a   great   weekend   and   we   will   see   you   at   Mass!   
  
  

Thanks   and   God   Bless   

  
Rusty   Albertson   
Principal   
St.   Mark   Catholic   School   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

mailto:aarcher@stmarkindy.org


  
  

  



  
  

Teacher   Appreciation   Week   ~   May   3   thru   7,   2021   

  
  



  
  

  
  

  

    
  

May   3   thru   7     
Monday             Daily   Choice   or    Egg,   sausage   &   cheese   on   English   Muffin,   tater   tots   &   orange   juice   
Tuesday             Daily   Choice   and   Celery/Carrots   with   Peanut   Butter   and   Orange   Slices   
Wednesday       Daily   Choice   and    Cucumber   and   Tomato   with   Ranch   Dressing   and   Banana   
Thursday          Daily   Choice   and   Broccoli   with   hummus   and   grapes   
Friday               Daily   Choice   or   …   

     Grades   2-7 -   pepperoni   calzone,   fiesta   salad   and   fruit   cup   
     Prek-1 -cheese   pizza,   fiesta   salad   and   fruit   cup   

  
  

Kroger   Community   Rewards   
Do   you   shop   at   Kroger?   Sign   up   your   Kroger’s   Plus   Shopper’s   Card   in   the   Kroger   
Community   Rewards   Program   and   choose   “St.   Mark   CatholicSchool”.   Our   
organization   number   is:   XM409.   The   web   site   is:   

https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc   hool-programs   
  

    Coca-Cola   Rewards   Program   
   Caps   and   boxes   that   have   a   "My   Official   Coke   Rewards   Code"   on   them     
   Can   be   redeemed   for   money   and   the   money   goes   back   to   St.   Mark   School!     
   J ust   turn   your   coke   reward   products   into   Mrs.   Leszcynski   in   the   school   office   
  

   Box   Tops   for   Education   
●    Buy   Box   Top   Products   
● Scan   your   Receipt   (use   the   app   to   snap   a   photo   of   your   receipt   within   14   days     

            of   purchase)   

May   3       ILEARN   Statewide   Testing   Continues   for    Grades   3rd   -   8th     

May     3-7     Teacher   Appreciation   Week   

May   7     1:00   Dismissal    for   Teacher   Professional   Development   -    No   Aftercare   

May   20     Last   Day   of   School!    1:00   Dismissal   -   this   is   not   a   full   day!    No   Aftercare.   

https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc


  
  

  

  
  

For   CYO   athletic   questions,   please   contact   one   of   the   following   on   the   St.   Mark   Athletic   
Commission   Board:   

● SMAC   President   ~   Michelle   Goss   at   the   following   email:     gossteach@yahoo.com   
● SMAC   Athletic   Director   ~   Frank   Litz   at   the   following   email:     flitz@stmarkindy.org    

  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
Applications   Still   Being   Accepted   for   the   2021-22   School   Year   

  
If   you   are   interested   in   attending   Roncalli   High   School   next   school   year,   applications   for   
admissions   are   still   being   accepted   for   all   classes!   To   complete   yours   today,   please   visit   
https://apps.roncalli.org/application .   Contact   Allie   Ross   at    aross@roncalli.org    with   any   questions.     
  

Roncalli   Virtual   Tour   
Trying   to   decide   if   Roncalli   is   the   right   high   school   for   your   student?   Join   us   for   a   video   tour   of   
campus!   Follow   along   with   recordings   from   John   Herrick   R'06,   and   see   some   of   the   highlights   our   
tour   guides   share   on   their   guided   campus   tours.   Everything   from   classrooms,   athletic   facilities,   the   
Chapel   of   the   Sacred   Heart   and   more!   Find   out   why   everyone   wants   to   be   a   Royal!   
  

https://www.roncalli.org/admissions/virtual-tour   
  

If   you're   interested   in   an   in-person   tour,   contact   Allie   Ross   at    aross@roncalli.org .   
  

  
  

Event   Day   of   Week   Opponent   Time,   Location   
Co-ed   Track   Sunday   5/2   St.   Luke/St.   Susanna/St.   Matthew   1:00pm,   Bishop   Chatard   HS   
Co-ed   Track   Friday   5/7   CYO   Field   Events   TBD,   Guerin   Catholic   HS   

mailto:gossteach@yahoo.com
mailto:flitz@stmarkindy.org
https://apps.roncalli.org/application
https://www.roncalli.org/admissions/virtual-tour


  
  

  
  

Attention   All   Future   Royal   Cheerleaders   
  

On   Friday,   April   30th   at   7   PM   in   the   Roncalli   cafeteria,   we   will   hold   an   in   person   Roncalli   High   
School   Cheerleading   call   out   meeting   for   all   current   and   future   Roncalli   students   interested   in   
cheering   the   2021   football   season.    We   will   provide   information   on   tryouts,   schedules,   cost,   and   
answer   any   questions   you   may   have.    Please   contact   Jessica   Engel   at    jengel@roncalli.org    if   you   
are   interested,   but   cannot   attend.    Go   Royals!     
___________________________________________________________________   

GOLF   CLINIC   
 

The   Roncalli   Girls   Golf   Team   will   hold   its   4th   Spring   Girls   Golf   Clinic   at   Otte   Golf   in   Greenwood.   
Here's   what   you   need   to   know:   
  

Who:   6th   -   8th   Grade   Girls     
Date:   Saturday,   May   1,   2021   
Time:   1   -   2:30   PM   
Location:   Otte   Golf,   681   Sheek   Road,   Greenwood.     

    
Girls   will   need   to   bring   golf   clubs   and   wear   tennis   shoes.   Members   of   the   Roncalli   Girls   Golf   team   
will   be   there,   along   with   Coach   John   Stelzel,   to   teach   and   show   them   this   wonderful   game.   If   they   
have   a   friend   they   want   to   bring,   they   too   are   welcome.   There   is   no   cost   for   this   clinic.   Please   
RSVP   to   John   Stelzel,   at    girlsgolf@roncalli.org ,   Roncalli   Girls   Golf   Head   Coach,   317-529-0178.   
___________________________________________________________________   

Junior   Royal   Theatre   Camp   
  

We   are   pleased   to   announce   the   15th   annual   Junior   Royal   Theatre   Camp...Willy   Wonka,   Jr.!   This   
camp   is   designed   for   your   child   to   have   a   hands-on,   multi-faceted   theatre   experience.   Campers   will   
enjoy   making   new   friends   as   they   build   performance   skills   and   learn   self-confidence,   teamwork,   
and   theatre   abilities.   Registration   OPEN   NOW:   
https://www.roncalli.org/fine-arts/theatre/junior-royal-theatre-camp !   
___________________________________________________________________   

New   Academic   Summer   Camp   Alert:   Drafting   and   Woodworking!   
  

Get   a   firsthand   look   at   Roncalli’s   award-winning   drafting   program!   Students   will   draw   in   the   drafting   
room,   build   a   small   project   in   the   Annex,   as   well   as   build   some   simple   circuits.   This   is   the   first   time   
Roncalli   has   offered   this   camp,   so   you   do   not   want   to   miss   out!   
  

Instructor:   Don   Elbreg   (Roncalli   Engineering   teacher)   
Dates:   June   14-17   
Time:   9:00-11:00   AM   
Grades*:   5th-8th   (Attendance   Max:   20   students)   
Cost:   $20/camper-   special   rate   for   this   year!   
  

Registration   for   camp   will   close   on   Friday,   May   28,   2021.   Please   contact   Allie   Ross   at   
aross@roncalli.org     to   get   your   students   registered.   
  
  

https://www.roncalli.org/fine-arts/theatre/junior-royal-theatre-camp


  
  

  


