Dear Parents,
I was not blessed to have a Catholic education growing up. We lived in a rural area where my 5 siblings and
I attended Nineveh Elementary School and Indian Creek High School. I remember many things about going
to school in first grade entering Mrs. McNeely’s classroom at Nineveh Elementary in the Fall of 1968. She
was a kind, but stern person that had a quiet, but in charge personality. The classroom seemed huge to me.
The ceilings were tall, the hardwood floor was shiny and the windows were open to let a breeze into our hot
classroom.
In the fall of 1968 the world was a changing place. Hubert Humphrey and Richard Nixon were getting ready
for a presidential election. The Olympics were being held in Mexico City that included the now famous
“Black Power” salute by two US sprinters on the medal podium. Apollo 7 was launched in Florida and
orbited the earth for eleven days. And President Johnson halted all bombing in North Vietnam.
While our country was going through race riots, the women’s movement, the Hippy movement, and lots of
other movements, my little world at Nineveh Elementary was being consumed by learning how to sit up
straight in my chair, walk in a line that was not crooked, put my correct hand (my right) over my heart for the
Pledge, and to not speak, until I was spoken to. Kind of the same things I learned at home, but with a
different teacher.
Looking back to that autumn of 1968, the things I did not experience in the classroom at Nineveh
Elementary, are as memorable as the things I did experience. I did not see a Crucifix in my classroom. I did
not see a statue of our Blessed Mother. I did not say prayers out loud with my classmates. I did not attend
Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, or do I remember saying the Rosary. I did not have religion as part of the
curriculum. I did not see a priest walking around at recess with his dog.
While I think that Mrs. McNeely was a God-fearing person, who was loving and caring in her own quiet,
stern way, I am not sure at what level her faith in God was. She was not allowed to discuss her faith with us,
even though I used to sometimes see her praying at her desk when I would come in (I was usually sent in)
from recess early. She did could not lead us in prayer, put a cross upon the wall, or take us to Mass. She
taught us the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic (math), but not about our Mother Mary, the life of
Christ, His death upon the cross, His rising again.
My parents would take my sibling and I out of school occasionally to attend a Holy day Mass. When we
would return to school, I used to feel sad that I couldn’t share a little of my Mass experience with Mrs.
McNeely and my classmates. I did get into a little trouble once for bringing a crucifix into school for show
and tell, but my Principal, Mr. DeHart, a devout Catholic, gave me a pass and told me to go back to class.
I take for granted all of the times that I get to witness others sharing their faith here at St. Mark Catholic
School each day. While we have an increasing academic rigor, our main objective is to do God’s will here on
earth, grow in our faith with God, and try to get into Heaven. I feel blessed that I received a good education

at Nineveh Elementary, and I think that not having Christ at the center of my education has made me
appreciate even more the importance it is in today’s world.
The foundation of faith that you are partnering with us to build in your children is much more important than
their ISTEP score they receive. It is much more important than how many home runs they hit. It is much
more important than all of the material things they will accumulate someday. The foundation of faith will
serve them while here on earth, but more importantly it will serve them for eternity. Have a great weekend
and we will see you at Mass with your children!

Thanks and God Bless,

Rusty Albertson
Principal
St. Mark Catholic School
“Come Grow in Faith”
1 Timothy 4:12 "Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set an example for those who believe, in
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity "

Upcoming Events
September

October

1
Teacher In-Service Day, No School
4
Labor Day, No School
6
Picture Retakes
8
1st Quarter Progress Reports
9
8th Grade Car Wash 10:00am
18-22 Fall Spirit Week
28-29 6th Grade Camp Tecumseh trip
4
End of First Quarter Report Cards Sent Home
5
Second Quarter Begins
5
Parent Teacher Conferences 3:30 - 7:00 pm
6
Parent/Teacher Conferences, Students Dismissed at 12:30
(No After Care)
9-13
Fall Break, No School
30-31
Book Fair Begins

8th Grade Car Wash!
Join our 8th graders on Saturday, September 9th from 10:00am until 1:00pm and get your car
washed! The 8th grade car wash will be in the church parking lot. Thanks in advance for helping to
raise money for our Class of 2018 class trip.

______________________________________________________________

Indy PocketPass Discount Cards Still Available!

We still have a few of the Indy PocketPass discount cards still available for $10. This card is loaded with great discounts
from Indy-Metro merchants. If you want to purchase one of these cards, please see Mrs. Grimes in the Admin Office!

Annual Magazine & Much More Sale
Today was our 2nd Turn in date for our Magazine's & More sales drive! We are in full force
after last Friday's turn in, with an approximate school total of $3,600 in sales! Thank you to
those who have already been out selling magazine's and other items and encouraging
Internet sales! "Coop's" were sent home today with students. Please continue to work hard
for our school to reach our $28,000 goal!!! Ask your friends, family and neighbors to
purchase a NFL Flag or so yummy Cookie Dough!! (Cookie Dough will be delivered to the
school, at a later date, with a 'one time pick up' to be scheduled.)
Please take the time to review the prizes that your kids can earn, including the "Zip City" trip
and the "IU Stadium tour" and the Tuition Rewards incentive!
We also accept CASH donations, with students earning 'Coops' and the school trips if their
goal is met. This money goes directly to St.Mark! Please mark checks or cash as donation
and make all other product or item checks made out to Great American.
Our Final Turn In Day is Monday, August 28th!!! Keep up the hard work! Sell, sell, sell!! If
you have questions or concerns, please contact Kelly Spivey, Magazine Team Leader, at
Kellyspivey15@yahoo.com. Let's really ROARRRR Lions!!!!!

______________________________________________________________
Picture Retakes

Picture retake day is Wednesday, September 6. If your child was not present on picture day, they
will get their picture taken on September 6. An order envelope will be sent home with them if you
choose to order pictures.
If you and your child were unhappy with their original pictures and you wish to have the picture
re-taken on September 6th, you will need to return the original picture package. Please email
Mrs. Leszcynski (bleszcynski@stmarkindy.org) that this is your intention. We would like to know
how many children will be expected on picture retake day. Thank you ~

Parish Pictorial Directory
If you missed being photographed for the St. Mark Pictorial Directory, you may use your previous
picture (must be in the previous 2013 St. Mark directory) by sending an email by Friday, Sept. 8th.
Without your request, we may not automatically repeat your picture. Email annieberk@yahoo.com. Call Ann @ 317-787-2058 if there are questions.

______________________________________________________________
RCIA: SHARING THE TREASURE OF
OUR CATHOLIC FAITH
What is RCIA?
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church
for individuals to become Catholics and receive the sacraments of initiation-baptism, confirmation
and Eucharist. This initiation process also involves the parish community experiencing a renewal of
faith as it prepares and welcomes new members into the church. The Rite speaks of conversion as
a "spiritual journey" Centered on fostering a deep relationship with Jesus and the Church he
founded this journey takes place through distinct stages that culminates at the Easter season.
Having its origins in the first three centuries of the Church, the Second Vatican Council called for its
restoration to speak to the hearts of modern men and women.
Our community is called to share the Gospel message of salvation in Christ. If you or someone you
know, is interested in learning more about the Catholic faith, inquiry sessions for the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults are forming now and will begin meeting September 13, 2017 in the
Media Center of the school. For additional information, please email Deacon Paul,
deaconpaul@stmarkindy.org or contact Chris Guedel, 317-787-8246,Parish Center.

______________________________________________________________
Want to Join Band (grades 5-8)?
Want to donate an instrument?

● Contact: lhorcher@roncalli.org
● Instrument Rental Night
● August 28th and 30th @ 7pm Roncalli High School Band Room
*If interested only need attend one night

South Deanery Jazz Band
Auditions August 29th 4-5:30 RHS Band Room. Email lhorcher@roncalli.org for a time slot.
Audition will consist of one scale/rudiment of choice and one song the player feels confident in
playing. Show off how good you are! this is the only audition group in the South Deanery and
unfortunately Cuts will be made.
Things to know...
● Regular Rehearsals Every other Tuesday 4-5:30pm. @ RHS Band Room. Conducted by
Miss. Horcher
● Music will be Jazz, Pop, Rock, and much more!
● Members are encouraged but not required to be in band to participate.
● Must be in 6-8th Grade. Will participate in Christmas Performance, Quest, and the Spring
Band Concert as well as possible other dates.
● Accepting all instruments! Including, Bass, Drumset, Piano!
Questions? lhorcher@roncalli.org

Lunch Menu - Week of August 28 thru 31
Monday

Egg-stravaganza, Eggo Chocolate Chip French Toast, Sweet Cooked Carrots and
Yogurt
Tuesday
Macho Nachos, Corn
Wednesday PK-1 Mini Beef Hot Dog; 2-8 Beef Hot Dog; All-Baked Beans
Thursday
PK-1 Breaded Mozarella Sticks; 2-8 Buffalo Chicken Pizza; All-Green Beans and
Chocolate Chip Cookie
Friday
NO SCHOOL

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com. You will need your Kroger
Plus card number.

Box Tops
Please place Box Tops in the collection boxes in the church narthex or school
entrance.

Coca-Cola Rewards Program is back this year!
Caps and boxes that have a "My Official Coke Rewards Code" on them can be
redeemed for money and the money goes back to St. Mark School! Here are
some of the brands that can be redeemed for points:
Coca-Cola
Fanta
Pibb

Diet Coke
Fuze
Powerade

Sprite
Mello Yello
Tab

Barq's Root Beer
Minute Maid

And many more! Just turn your coke reward products into Mrs. Leszcynski in the office! Thank you
for your donations!"

Event
Aug. 25 – Sept. 1
34 Kickball
3 Kickball
56 Kickball
Flag Foot. (Colts)
Flag Foot. (Steel.)
Cadet Kickball
56 Kickball
3 Kickball
34 Kickball
3 Kickball
56 Kickball
Cadet Kickball
34 Kickball

Day of Week

Opponent

Time, Location

Friday (8/25)
Friday (8/25)
Friday (8/25)
Saturday (8/26)
Saturday (8/26)
Monday (8/28)
Monday (8/28)
Monday (8/28)
Tuesday (8/29)
Wednesday (8/30)
Thursday (8/31)
Thursday (8/31)
Thursday (8/31)

St. Joan of Arc
St. Simon
St. Joan of Arc
OLG Eagles
St. Roch Vikings
OL Greenwood
St. Michael - Indy
Nativity
St. Jude
St. Roch
St. Lawrence
St. Malachy
St. Michael – Green.

5:00, St. Mark
6:00, St. Mark
6:00, St. Joan of Arc
9:00, St. Mark
11:00, St. Mark
5:00, St. Mark
6:00, St. Mark
5:00, Nativity
5:00, St. Jude (back)
6:00, St. Roch
5:00, St. Lawrence
6:00, St. Malachy
6:00, St. Mich. – Green.

It's time to sign up for Basketball, Volleyball, Wrestling and any other sports you
wish to play
Please sign up by going to the CYO website: www.cyoarchindy.org
Basketball deadline is August 27th for girls and September 22nd for boys.
If you are interested in coaching please register on the CYO website under coach, take or update
the safe and sacred then send me a copy of your certificate.
If you have any questions just shoot me an email at kable@stmarkindy.org
For CYO athletic questions, please contact one of the following on the St. Mark Athletic
Commission Board:
● SMAC President ~ Andy Swiezy at the following email:
andyswiezy83@gmail.com
● SMAC Athletic Director ~ Kris Able at the following email:
kable@stmarkindy.org.

RONCALLI WRESTLING
We are very happy to be kicking off our 2nd season of the Rebel Wrestling Foundation. This
program is designed to introduce athletes to the great sport of wrestling and create genuine interest
and awareness among both parents and children in this exciting and rewarding sport. RWF is also
designed for the more advanced wrestler, we will provide opportunities that will allow the athlete to
continue to grow and flourish in our sport and in life. We are proud of the organization and structure
the club provides for the development of our South Deanery/CYO youth wrestlers. If you would like
to continue your child's development in wrestling, please consider registering him with Rebel
Wrestling Foundation. If you have any questions- contact Coach McClurg at 317-501-8306 or
wrestling@roncalli.org

Roncalli Girls Soccer – CYO Night
●
●
●
●

Join the Roncallli Girls Soccer Team for CYO Girl Soccer Night
Thursday, August 31st
JV kicks off at 5:30PM & Varsity will follow around 7PM
Wear your CYO jersey or school shirt to get in free!

______________________________________________________________
IUPUI Jaguar Aquatics Team
(feeder aquatics team for Roncalli High School Swimming and Diving Program)
● Who: Anyone interested in joining Jaguar Aquatics for the 2017-2018 Short Course Season
● When: Tuesday September 5th or Thursday September 7th: Anytime between 6-7 PM, for a
5-10 minute tryout
● Where: IU Natatorium on the campus of IUPUI
● What to bring: Swim suit and goggles
● What’s next: Athletes will be placed in training groups based on age and ability
● For more information visit our website at teamunify.com/inja or email us with questions at
jagsaqua@iupui.edu

______________________________________________________________
RONCALLI HOMECOMING
Save the Date: Friday, September 22nd
We’re Bringing Homecoming Home! Roncalli High School is excited to announce that this year’s
Alumni Homecoming will take place on our campus on September 22nd!
5:30-7:00 p.m. Come to campus early for the pregame tailgate that includes free hamburgers,
hotdogs and soft drinks in the north parking lot tent! All are invited.
7:00 p.m.

Rebels vs Brebeuf Jesuit

Immediately following the game: Stay on campus in the north parking lot tent to enjoy the tunes of
Tastes Like Chicken while enjoying food and drink catered by Big Daddy’s Bar and Grill--all for just
$10 per person. Alumni, parents, past parents, and friends of Roncalli are all invited to this
post-game event. Join us for all the fun at Roncalli and celebrate another Rebel WIN! Get your
ticket by calling Gary Armbruster at 317-787-8277 ext. 242.
Post game event is for guests ages 21 and over. $10.00 includes entry, food and (1) beverage
ticket.

