
December   13,   2019  

Parents,  
I   was   taught   to   drive   a   truck   at   the   age   of   7.   I   learned   how   to   weld   at   the   age   of   9.   I   operated   a   chainsaw   by  
the   age   of   11.   I   had   a   job   at   the   age   of   12.   I   look   back   on   my   life   growing   up   and   see   now   that   the  
experiences   I   had   then,   set   the   foundation   for   who   I   am   and   who   I   have   become.   While   I   still   drive   a   truck  
every   day   to   school,   I   still   can   weld   a   strong   clean   bead   of   metal,   and   I   can   cut   a   load   of   wood   with   the   best  
of   them,   my   skills   that   I   had   at   a   younger   age   are   not   as   prevalent   now   as   they   were   then.   I   try   to   use   my  
brain   now   more   than   my   brawn.  
 
Using   cerebral   power   (brain   power)   is   sometimes   much   more   complicated   than   physical   labor.   When   using  
your   brain   you   have   to   know   what   you   know.   You   have   to   know   what   someone   else   knows.   You   have   to  
know   what   someone   else   does   not   know.    You   have   to   know   what   you   do   not   know.   I   know   that   sounds  
complicated,   but   knowing   what   I   know,   well,   you   know   what   I   mean.  
 
I   sometimes   long   for   the   days   when   decisions   were   based   on   a   physical   outcome.   Driving   a   fence   post   in  
the   ground,   shoveling   corn,   picking   up   hay   did   not   require   much   thinking.    But   as   I   have   progressed   (gotten  
older)   in   this   world,   my   physical   skills   have   been   called   on   less   and   less,   and   my   observing,   listening,  
thinking,   concluding,   and   planning   skills   have   been   expanded.   And   while   I   continue   to   build   a   plethora   of  
knowledge   from   decisions,   (some   good   ones,   some   not   so   good)   I   rely   on   past   experiences   to   help   me   with  
current   situations   in   my   life   as   a   husband,   parent,   friend,   and   principal.  
 
I   often   get   some   well-intended   advice.   Some   solicited,   some   not.   Some   with   a   name   attached,   some  
anonymous.   Some   advice   is   self   serving   from   those   that   give   it.   Some   are   for   the   good   of   the   cause.   Some  
focus   on   specific   issues,   and   some   are   a   broad   range   of   topics.   No   matter   the   format   or   who   the   advice   or  
suggestion   comes   from.   Whether   I   agree   or   disagree,   it   is   always   prudent   to   hear   it.   I   may   discern   it   with  
prayer   and   make   appropriate   changes,   or   I   may   contemplate   the   idea   and   recycle   it   in   my   recycling   can   if   it  
is   not   applicable   for   the   situation.  
 
Most   of   the   positive   changes   that   I   have   implemented   at   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   has   come   from   someone  
else:   a   teacher,   one   of   my   admin   team,   a   parent,   a   parishioner,   our   priest,   my   wife,   or   someone   else   have  
all   given   me   awesome   ideas.   I   remember   when   we   were   at   one   class   per   grade   a   few   years   ago.   We   had  
waiting   lists   for   several   classes   and   I   met   with   our   pastor   at   the   time   and   asked   his   advice.   He   said   “add  
more   classes!”.   We   did   and   4   years   later   our   school   has   doubled   it’s   student   and   staff   size.  
 
With   growth   comes   issues   and   concerns.   We   have   went   through   growing   pains   and   we   are   now   in   our  
second   full   year   of   having   two   classes   in   each   grade.   We   could   not   have   done   this   without   a   staff   that   uses  
little   time   to   determine   the   problems,   and   put   much   time   into   solving   the   issues.   One   of   the   prerequisites   to  
being   a   member   of   our   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   staff   and   admin   team   is   that   you   can   make   positive  
changes   that   help   our   students.    That   you   work   together   to   overcome   adversity.   That   you   share   in   the   joys  
of   the   many   successes   we   see   each   day.   It   is   a   group   effort.   It   takes   a   village.  
 
For   some   this   school   is   not   the   ideal   fit.   There   is   no   perfect   school.   You   have   to   make   the   decision   on   where  
your   children   will   attend   school   on   what   is   best   for   your   family.   But   I   feel   that   we   have   and   will   continue   to  

 



 
 
 

make   many   positive   changes   to   our   academic   programs   and   our   Catholic   identity.   Our   teachers   work   hard  
to   gather   data   and   make   course   changes   to   improve   students   academic   outcome.   They   tutor   after   school,  
create   new   opportunities   for   diverse   learners   in   FIT   time   and   in   Daily   5.   They   work   with   our   four  
interventionist   to   get   extra   assistance   to   those   students   that   need   it,   while   working   to   improve   all   students'  
abilities   through   a   curriculum   that   provides   academic   rigor.  
 
But   the   building   of   faith   is   our   most   important   task.   We   have   75   percent   of   our   students   that   are   Catholic  
and   25%   of   our   students   are   non-Catholic,   but   you   see   all   433   students   reciting   the   Nicene   Creed   in   unison  
at   our   All   School   Mass.    You   enter   into   a   classroom   that   has   25   students   from   all   walks   of   life,   that   come  
from   different   parts   of   the   world,   whose   families   speak   different   languages,   but   they   are   all   making   the   sign  
of   the   cross   and   praying   the   Rosary   together.   You   come   up   to   students   praying   together   for   a   sick   family  
member.   You   hear   students   sing   songs   of   praise   in   a   voice   that   reverberates   God’s   love   for   us.  
 
I   love   that   you   have   chosen   to   be   a   part   of   our   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   family.   We   opened   the  
Pre-Kindergarten   registration   for   next   school   year   last   week   and   we   already   have   over   27   students   enrolled!  
Thanks   for   partnering   with   us.   Thanks   for   having   your   children   experience   diversity   at   such   a   young   age.  
Thanks   for   keeping   our   school   and   our   staff   in   your   prayers!  
 
Thanks   and   God   Bless,  

 
Rusty   Albertson   
Principal  
St.   Mark   Catholic   School  
 

 
 

Dec  16-17   Santa   Shop,   Parish   Center  

 20   End   of   2nd   Quarter  

 20  11:00   am  PK   -   1st   Christmas   Program,   Church  

 20  1:00   pm  1:00   pm   Student   Dismissal   -   (Teacher   Professional   Dvlp)   No   After   Care  

Dec  23   Christmas   Break   Begins   -   No   School   thru   January   3rd.  

Jan  6   Classes   Resume;   Letters   of   Intent   for   20/21   go   home  

 
Lunch   Menu   -   December   16   thru   20  

Monday            Mini   Hot   Dogs   in   Mini   Hot   Dog   Buns   and   Baked   Beans  
Tuesday           Chicken   and   Noodles,   Dinner   Roll   and   Mashed   Potatoes    
Wednesday      (PK-1)   Mini   Cinni’s;   (2-8)   Home   Baked   Cinnamon   Roll;   (All)   Cheddar   Omelet  
                          and   Roasted   Butternut   Squash  
Thursday          Christmas   Tree   Shaped   Chicken   Nuggets   and   Christmas   Treat   
Friday                Stuffed   Crust   Cheese   or   Stuffed   Crust   Pepperoni   Pizza   and   Caesar   Salad  



 
 
 

  
Early   Bird   Pre-Kindergarten   Registration   

 
 

 
At   St.   Mark   Catholic   School,   over   the   last   11   years   we   have   developed  
one   of   the   best   Pre-kindergarten   programs   in   this   area.   Our  
Pre-kindergarten   is   a   full   day,   5   day   a   week   program   that   prepares   each  
student   in   their   academics,   fine   motor   skills,   social   skills,   and   most  
importantly   their   faith   in   God.   
 
 

This   is   a   true   Catholic   pre-kindergarten   program   as   our   staff   of   2   lead   teachers   and   6   instructional  
assistants   prepare   each   student   for   Kindergarten   as   they   work   closely   with   our   Kindergarten  
teachers   to   make   sure   that   the   transition   is   a   seamless   one.   
 
Our   Early-Bird   Registration   for   our   2020-2021   Pre-Kindergarten   program   began   on   Monday,  
December   2nd   in   the   school   office.   If   you   would   like   to   set   up   a   tour   or   have   any   questions  
answered,   please   contact   Mrs.   Leszcynski,   administrative   assistant,   at  
blesczynski@stmarkindy.org .  
 
We   do   have   financial   assistance   available   for   pre-kindergarten   students   based   on   financial   need.   
 
Thanks   for   considering   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   for   your   child's   Catholic   education.   We   will   begin  
registering   students   in   grades   K-8   for   the   2020-2021   school   year   in   January.  
___________________________________________________________________  

 
Santa   Shop!  

 
Santa   Claus   is   coming   to   town   on   Monday,   December   16th   and   Tuesday,   December   17th,   and  
opening   his   shop   from   8:30   a.m.   -   2:30   p.m.   for   the   boys   and   girls   to   do   their   Christmas   shopping!  
All   of   the   proceeds   from   the   Santa   Shop   will   benefit   the   8th   grade   class   in   funding   their   year   end  
class   trip.   Questions?   Please   contact   Angi   Swiezy   at    aswiezy@stmarkindy.org .   The   elves   look  
forward   to   seeing   you   there!  



 
 
 

Save   Your   Plastic   Bottle   Caps!   

 
 
St   Mark   Girl   Scout   Troop   961   is   collecting   plastic   bottle   caps   to   earn   their   Bronze   Award.   
 
The   collected   plastic   bottle   caps   will   be   turned   into   a   recyclable   bench   for   the   St   Mark   campus.   
 
The   plastic   bottle   caps   can   be   from   several   different   products   including,   but   not   limited   to:   milk  
gallons,   juice   containers,   soft   drinks,   water   bottles,   and   flip   top   caps   from   ketchup,   mustard,   or  
creamers.   
 
Clean   and   dry   plastic   caps   can   be   placed   in   a   sealed   plastic   bag   and   sent   to   the   main   office.   
 
Questions?   Contact   Mrs.   Kathy   Wilson   (Troop   Leader)    markandkathywilson@yahoo.com  
 

 
Kroger   Community   Rewards  
Do   you   shop   at   Kroger?   Sign   up   your   Kroger’s   Plus   Shopper’s   Card   in   the   Kroger  
Community   Rewards   Program   and   choose   “St.   Mark   CatholicSchool”.   Our  
organization   number   is:   XM409.   The   web   site   is:  
https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc   hool-programs  

 
Coca-Cola   Rewards   Program   is   back   this   year!   
Caps   and   boxes   that   have   a   "My   Official   Coke   Rewards   Code"   on   them   
Can   be   redeemed   for   money   and   the   money   goes   back   to   St.   Mark   School!   
J ust   turn   your   coke   reward   products   into   Mrs.   Leszcynski   in   the   school   office  
 
Box   Tops   for   Education  

●    Buy   Box   Top   Products  
● Scan   your   Receipt   (use   the   app   to   snap   a   photo   of   your   receipt   within   14   days   

            of   purchase)  
● Earn   cash   for   your   school!  

 

mailto:markandkathywilson@yahoo.com
https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc


 
 
 

 
 
For   CYO   athletic   questions,   please   contact   one   of   the   following   on   the   St.   Mark   Athletic  
Commission   Board:  

● SMAC   President   ~   Michelle   Goss   at   the   following   email:     gossteach@yahoo.com  
● SMAC   Athletic   Director   ~   Frank   Litz   at   the   following   email:     flitz@stmarkindy.org   

 
Event  Day   of   Week  Opponent  Time,   Location  
56   A   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/14)  St.   Bartholomew  11:00,   St.   Bartholomew  
56   C   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/14)  Ss.   Francis   &   Clare  11:00,   Ss.   Fran.   &   Clare  
Cadet   Boys   BB  Sunday   (12/15)  St.   Rose  2:00,   Roncalli   HS  
4   Boys   BB  Sunday   (12/15)  Central   Catholic  3:00,   Central   Catholic  
Cadet   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/21)  St.   Jude  10:00,   St.   Jude  
56   A   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/21)  Holy   Name  11:00,   CYO   Center  
4   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/21)  Nativity  12:00,   Nativity  
56   C   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/21)  St.   Charles  1:00,   St.   Charles  
Cadet   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/28)  Holy   Cross  10:00,   Holy   Cross  
56   C   Boys   BB  Saturday   (12/28)  St.   Bartholomew  1:00,   CYO   Center  
56   A   Boys   BB  Sunday   (12/29)  OL   Lourdes  3:00,   OL   Lourdes  
4   Boys   BB  Sunday   (12/29)  Holy   Name  4:00,   Holy   Name  
56   A   Boys   BB  Saturday   (1/4)  Holy   Spirit   Indy  10:00,   Holy   Spirit   Indy  
Cadet   Boys   BB  Saturday   (1/4)  St.   Roch  12:00,   St.   Roch  
56   C   Boys   BB  Sunday   (1/5)  St.   Barnabas  4:00,   St.   Barnabas  
4   Boys   BB  Sunday   (1/5)  St.   Charles  4:00,   CYO   Center  

 
St.   Mark   Cadet   Wrestling   (Grades   5   –   8)   Registration   

 
Registration   for   boy’s   wrestling   is   now   underway.    St.   Mark   cadet   wrestling   is   open   to   all   Parish  
boys   in   grades   5-8.    This   season,   the   cadet   wrestling   team   will   again   be   joining   with   St.   Barnabas  
and   OLG/SSFC   to   field   a   St.   Barnabas   cadet   team.    All   cadet   practices   will   be   held   at   Roncalli  
High   School   and   CYO   practice   will   begin   on   Tuesday,   January   7.    Cadet   wrestling   registration   is   on  
the   CYO   website.    To   register   for   CYO   wrestling,   go   to    www.cyoarchindy.org    and   follow   the  
“Participant   Registration”   link   and   select   “I   Need   To   Access   Two   Schools”   option   for   St.   Barnabas  
(School   Code   180SBAR-IN)   and   complete   the   information   requested.    A   physical   exam   is   also  
required   for   grades   5-8   and   forms   are   available   in   the   church   narthex,   parish   office,   school   office,  
and   the   school   and   parish   website.    Please   contact   Patrick   Collier   at    collierfamily8@att.net    for  
more   information.  
 

St.   Mark   Little   Lion   Wrestling   (Grades   K   –   4)   Registration   
 

Registration   for   boy’s   wrestling   is   now   underway.    St.   Mark   Little   Lion   wrestling   is   open   to   all   Parish  
boys   in   grades   K-4.    The   registration   deadline   is   December   20.    All   Little   Lion   practices   will   be   held  
in   the   St.   Mark   cafeteria   and   practice   will   begin   on   Monday,   January   6.    You   can   request   a   Little  
Lion   registration   form   from   Coach   Patrick   Collier   at    collierfamily8@att.net .    Please   contact   Patrick  
Collier   at    collierfamily8@att.net    for   more   information.  

mailto:gossteach@yahoo.com
mailto:flitz@stmarkindy.org
http://www.cyoarchindy.org/
mailto:collierfamily8@att.net
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St.   Mark   the   Evangelist   Catholic   Church  

 
Parish   News  

 

 
Does   the   “elf”   in   you   love   the   four   favorite   food   groups:    candy,   candy   canes,   candy   corn   and  
syrup?    Is   your   fudge   often   asked   for   seconds?    Does   this   season   have   you   making   Chex   mix,  
chocolate   covered   pretzels,   divinity,   peanut   brittle   or   other   sweet   treats?  
 
We   are   kindly   asking   you   to   consider   sharing   your   baking   talents   by   making   your   sweet   treats   for  
the   Holy   Season   Choir   Concert   held   December   22   at   St.   Mark   the   Evangelist   Catholic   Church.    We  
would   love   for   you   to   share   some   of   your   homemade   holiday   treats   for   this   event.    Please   contact  
either   Alison   Archer   or   Donna   Kern   at   (317)   787-8246   or   Lynn   Newett   at   (317)   809-1892.  
 
Not   a   baker?    We   are   also   seeking   to   borrow   “Christmas   village   houses”   for   decoration   and   we  
need   hands   to   help   with   set   up   on   the   day   of,   reach   out   today   if   you   can   help!  
___________________________________________________________________  

 
Roncalli   High   School   Application  

 
Roncalli   is   excited   to   welcome   the   Class   of   2024   next   fall!    As   a   reminder,   the   Application   for  
Admission   is   now   available   online   at    https://apps.roncalli.org/application .   Once   the   application   is  
complete   and   the   $100   registration   fee   is   received,   you   may   continue   the   registration   process.   For  
those   who   have   not   been   in   a   South   Deanery   Catholic   grade   school   for   grades   seven   and   eight,  
those   next   steps   will   include   scheduling   an   admissions   interview   for   Saturday,   January   11   (limited  
space   available).   For   all   others,   it   will   be   scheduling   your   appointment   to   meet   with   your   student's  
counselor   to   create   their   freshman   year   schedule.    Please   contact   Director   of   Admissions   Allie  
Ross   at    aross@roncalli.org    or   (317)   787-8277,   ext.   243   with   any   questions.  
___________________________________________________________________  

https://apps.roncalli.org/application


 
 
 

 
Future   Female   Lady   Rebel   Golfers  

 

 
 
Interested   in   playing   golf   at   Roncalli?   Check   out   this   great   opportunity   for   lessons.   
 
Please   contact   John   Stetzell   at    girlsgolf@roncalli.org    for   more   information.  
 
___________________________________________________________________  

 
$AVE   THE   DATE  

21 st    Annual   RHS   Athletics   Cash   Bash   &   Raffle  
Saturday,   February   29,   2020  

 
Presented   by   the   Roncalli   Athletic   Booster   Club  

  
The   Atrium   -   3143   East   Thompson   Road  
Doors   open   @   6:30   PM  
    Dinner   served   @   7:30   PM    
    Raffle   begins   @   8:00   PM  
$5,000   in   Cash   Draws   and   Raffles  
Tip   Boards,   Ticket   Draw   Prizes,   50/50’s,   Pull   Tabs   &   Plinko  
 
Tickets   will   go   on   sale   January   13,   2020  
License   #002252  

 
 


