February 28, 2020

Parents,
On February 24, 1994 our second child, Damon Xavier Albertson was born into this world. Gas prices
were $1.15 a gallon, Bill Clinton was President, and the San Francisco 49ers were Super Bowl
Champs. I was teaching at Fountain Central High School in western Indiana and coaching basketball
and football. Damon came into a world that is much different than it is now.
When Damon was born he had to wear a brace around both legs because his hips were dislocated
during the birthing process. While it was not painful to him, the brace did not give Damon the look of a
typical newborn. He had to wear it for several months. We noticed at an early age that one of his eyes
pulled and the doctor said that glasses would help correct the pull, if not surgery would be needed to
correct. So he wore glasses from a very early age. That was a struggle for a 2 year old to wear
glasses, keep them clean and not break or lose them.
Damon was a thin made, gangly child growing up. He was challenged some times to fit in with other
kids, but enjoyed being around people and doing things that boys do growing up in rural Indiana on a
small farm. He had, and has, a strong work ethic that began to show in athletics. He played football,
baseball, basketball at an early age, but his eyesight hindered him somewhat in some sports. Damon’s
coaches would always tell me how hard of a worker Damon was, and how he was a good leader.
In 5th grade we let Damon try wrestling. He was a skinny, glasses wearing, awkward boy that looked
small in his wrestling singlet (uniform). For the first year or two he won very few matches and was
pinned in most. I told Damon that if he wanted to quit wrestling he could as he had given it a good try.
But he said he wanted to keep wrestling. He continued to wrestle through 6th grade and then in 7th
grade attended St. Roch and his wrestling career started to change. Coach Hansen (principal at St.
Roch) saw in Damon a determination, a fight that others did not. Coach McGuire at St. Roch
encouraged Damon with new moves and techniques.
Damon began to win matches and his body started to change into one that was stronger, leaner, and
more athletic. During his 8th grade year he was off to a very good start, but fractured his foot in a freak
accident in PE class while running laps. This devastated him as he could not wrestle, the one thing that
meant much to him.
Fast forward to his Freshman year at Roncalli, Damon played football and wrestled for the Rebels. He
always wrestled up, meaning that he wrestled athletes that were bigger than his weight. He had a very
good career at Roncalli and during his Junior year started to become a prototype wrestler. Always
thinking of the next move, always working hard, watching what he ate, studying his next opponent.

At the end of his Junior year he helped Roncalli secure a trip to the Team State Wrestling finals by
pinning his opponent at the Seymour Regional, a wrestler that was much more accomplished. He rose
to the occasion. He did what his coaches asked of him. In an individual sport, his concern was his
team.
So his goal, like the goal of every high school wrestler, was to wrestle “under the lights” at Bankers Life
Fieldhouse in the state wrestling tournament in February. A scene like no other in high school sports.
With 17,000 people in Bankers Life Fieldhouse, and it is just two wrestlers in the center on a wrestling
mat with a single spot light illuminating the wrestlers as they battle for a state championship.
His senior year was going very well. His record was good, he was state ranked in the wrestling polls,
he was Marion County Champ and had made it to Semi-State the previous season, training hard for a
chance to wrestle “under the lights”. But towards the end of his season, in a match that was a warm up
for the tournament, he was leading a wrestling and finishing match when he was thrown, and he landed
awkwardly dislocating his right elbow.
Fast forward. This single moment devastated a young man that had worked many days alone in a
wrestling room, had wrestled many weekends all over the country to get better, and now his season
was over. No more matches, no wrestling under the lights. While his opponents went on, he went
home. Physical recovery is sometimes much easier than mental. It was a struggle for him.
Damon is a fighter, in the sense that he doesn't like to lose. He has a story like we all do. He graduated
from Missouri Western University this past December with a Bachelor's degree in Technical Writing.
This was after many years of dealing with concussions from sports. He persevered and finished the
match that was college.
Damon is a very kind and loving young man, his faith in God is shown by how he treats strangers, how
he works with young students, how he shows compassion for those people that others do not. He is
engaged to be married to a lovely young lady, and he will give back to others because that is what he
does. Every person has their own story. This is my son’s story. A story that is ongoing, a story that is
not finished.
Have a great weekend and we will see you at Mass this weekend with your family!

Thanks and God Bless,
Rusty Albertson
Principal
St. Mark Catholic School
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St. Mark Catholic School Lent 2020
This Lent each classroom has selected a Saint to pray with and walk with throughout the Lenten
Season. Each day students will focus on a “Give” or “Give Up” that correlates with the lives of
Saints. For example: Give Acceptance and Give Up Judgement.
Our School Wide Service Project is Pennies for Patients.
St Mark has accepted the challenge of Helping The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society to find a
cure for blood cancers and improve the lives of patients and their families. We are joining schools
across the nation to make a difference and raise as much money as we can through the Pennies
for Patients Program!

Parish News

St. Mark Men’s Club 17th Annual Fish Fry
Friday, February 28 and March 20 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM
English Pub Style Fish and Chips
● Includes Pub style battered fish, fries, coleslaw and your choice of lemonade or ice tea.

●
●
●
●

Adults
$9.00
Seniors (65+)
$7.00
Kids
$5.00
Monsignor Schafer Hall

Drive Thru Available
___________________________________________________________________
A Note from the Cafe Regarding Lent 2020
The cafe will begin the observance of Lent on Ash Wednesday which is Wednesday February 26,
2020. Meatless meals will be served on Ash Wednesday and Fridays in Lent. The first Friday of
Lent is February 28th and the last Friday in Lent is April 10th. The following will be the lunch
choices on those days:
Hot Lunch (Meatless, varies by week, see the menu.) HL
Fish Nuggets and Goldfish Crackers
FS
Cheese Pizza
PZ
Lunchie Munchie
LM
Peanut Butter & Jelly
PBJ, PB
Please note that Fish Sticks and Cheese Pizza will only be served on Ash Wednesday and
Fridays during Lent. They will not be available Monday - Thursday.

Lunch Menu - March 2 thru 6
Monday
Tuesday

Beef Patty on Hamburger Bun, French Fries and Dr. Seuss Cookie
Hot & Spicy (SHL) or Golden (HL) Chicken Tenders, Mashed Potatoes, Chicken
Gravy and Dinner Roll
Wednesday Beef Tacos in a Soft Tortilla, Hush Puppies, Refried Beans and Mixed Pepper
Medley
Thursday Asian Chicken, Fried Rice and Green Peas
Friday
(PK-1) Cheese Pizza Slice; (2-8) Personal Cheese Pizza and Corn, Carrots and
Peas.

Inclement Weather

There will be times we have a two hour delay or school closing due to inclement weather. This
information can be found on our school website, Local TV Stations, and St. Mark’s Social Media
Pages. We will also send out communication to your email address and text via Jupiter.
Please make sure your email is up-to-date on Jupiter and you have enabled text messages. If you
need any assistance with your Jupiter account, please contact Mrs. Cline at lcline@stmarkindy.org
St Mark School Schedule for Two-Hour Delay:
● Before Care Available at 9:00am
● School Doors Open at 9:30am
● School Begins at 9:55am
● School Day Ends Regular Time at 3:00pm (2:45pm Pre-K)

___________________________________________________________________

Registration for St Mark Catholic School 2020-2021 Pre-K - 8th Grade is open! If you know
someone that is interested in SMCS for 2020-2021 school year, please have them call the school
office for more information (317) 786-4013. You may register in the school office or get more
information by emailing Mr. Albertson at ralbertson@stmarkindy.org
Tuition Notes for those registered for the 20/21 school year:
Monday, May 4, 2020
All parents using FACTS Tuition Management to pay their tuition monthly must be enrolled
online with their information current.
Friday, May 29, 2020
All parents paying their entire tuition upfront and receiving a discount must have full tuition
payment to the school office.
Friday, May 29, 2020
All upfront partial tuition payments are due to the school office. (no discount given)

Kroger Community Rewards
Do you shop at Kroger? Sign up your Kroger’s Plus Shopper’s Card in the Kroger
Community Rewards Program and choose “St. Mark CatholicSchool”. Our
organization number is: XM409. The web site is:
https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc hool-programs

Coca-Cola Rewards Program is back this year!
Caps and boxes that have a "My Official Coke Rewards Code" on them
Can be redeemed for money and the money goes back to St. Mark School!
Just turn your coke reward products into Mrs. Leszcynski in the school office

Box Tops for Education
Buy Box Top Products
● Scan your Receipt (use the app to snap a photo of your receipt within 14 days
of purchase)
● Earn cash for your school!
●

For CYO athletic questions, please contact one of the following on the St. Mark Athletic
Commission Board:
● SMAC President ~ Michelle Goss at the following email: gossteach@yahoo.com
● SMAC Athletic Director ~ Frank Litz at the following email: flitz@stmarkindy.org
Event

Day of Week

Opponent

Time, Location

Wrestling (K-4)

Saturday (2/29)

McClellan Inv.

9:00, Scecina HS

56B Boys VB

Sunday (3/1)

St. Barnabas

1:45, St. Barnabas

4 Girls VB Black

Monday (3/2)

OLG

5:00, St. Mark

Cadet B Girls VB

Monday (3/2)

St. Thomas Aq

5:45, St. Mark

4 Girls VB Gold

Monday (3/2)

St. Malachy

6:30, St. Mark

56C Girls VB

Monday (3/2)

OL Lourdes

7:15, St. Mark

56B Girls VB

Tuesday (3/3)

St. Jude

5:45, CYO Center

Cadet A Girls VB

Wed (3/4)

Holy Spirit, Indy

7:15, St. Matthews

56A Girls VB

Thursday (3/5)

Holy Name

5:45, Little Flower

St Mark Catholic School Summer Programs:

Mark your calendars for the following St Mark summer programs:
● St Mark Lion Super Camp - Tuesday, May 26th - Friday, May 29th (8:00am - 11:30am) This

camp is a high energy, hands-on camp for all our incoming K-4th grade students that will
help your child(ren) continue to grow in their academics and faith. Registration forms have
been sent home. Please return by Friday, March 6th.
● St Mark Title One Summer Tutoring - Tutoring has moved to July! The summer tutoring
program will meet on Mondays - Thursdays from 8:00am - 10:00am from July 13th - 16th
and July 20th - 23rd. Teachers will recommend students for summer tutoring based on
academic performance and invitations will be sent home in March.
● Question about summer programs? Email Mrs Grimes cgrimes@stmarkindy.org

___________________________________________________________________

Roncalli and the German-American Partnership Program
The GAPP (German-American Partnership Program) exchange program and the German program
will be hosting exchange students from our partner school in Germany this fall (school year
2020-2021). We are now looking for Roncalli families to host one of our exchange students for two
weeks this September. This is a once-in-a-lifetime chance for your student to live with a host
sibling, learn about each other's culture, and show our German hosts what's so great about
American life - all at no cost to you! If you are interested, please email German teacher Louise
Hibner at lhibner@roncalli.org.

“R Family Day”

Saturday, March 7th - 12:00pm to 2:00pm

Roncalli High School is pleased to invite you to the first “R Family Day” to celebrate the diversity of
the Roncalli Family. Join us on Saturday, March 7th from 12:00 to 2:00 PM in the Roncalli main
lobby, cafeteria, and old gymnasium as we take a trip around the world to learn about cultures,
ethnicities, and races.
As you enter the main lobby, you will be greeted by the sounds of a mariachi band and be given a
passport to lead you on your adventure for the day. The first hour will feature educational booths in
the cafeteria from countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, North America and South America. The
second hour will be in the old gymnasium, as students showcase singing, dancing, and a fashion
show to highlight their cultures and heritages.
Sui Par, a senior at Roncalli and co-founder of the event, says, “On ‘R Family Day,’ we hope to
celebrate a few of the numerous cultures and ethnic groups that make up our uniquely diverse
community. The guests will be able to explore cultures, try new foods, and enjoy different traditions
as the representatives share their respective cultures. It is a unique opportunity to travel the world
in just one room.”
“It is our mission that through this event we will showcase how the Roncalli Family encompasses
our diverse world. It has been a true joy to watch our students envision, lead, and execute this
event,” said Assistant Principal for Student Life, Kevin Banich.
The event is open to the public and free of cost; however, donations will be gratefully accepted to
support the event.
Please contact Kevin Banich, kbanich@roncalli.org if you have any questions.
Student Booths: Burma, China, Columbia, Dominican Republic, France, Germany, India, Ireland,
Lebanon, Malawi, Mexico, Nigeria, Philippines, Spain, and Switzerland
Outside Organization: Archdiocese Intercultural Ministry, Burmese American Community Institute
(BACI), Center for Leadership Development, Central Catholic, Grupo Folclorico Macehuani, Hope
for Tomorrow, Indiana Latino Institute, Mariachi Sol Jalisciense, Saint Mark’s Catholic Church,
Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church

___________________________________________________________________

Roncalli Summer Sports Camp
The cost for each camp is $50 per camper/per session. Registration begins March 1.
Information/Online Registration is available on the Roncalli High School website:
www.roncalli.org/camps
For more information, please call the athletic office at Roncalli High School
(788-4094 or 787-8277 ext. 263).

