October 25, 2019
Parents,
A conversion of faith. To return to what we were initially created to be. Many times I find that I can do things
on my own. My dad used to send me on a mission to go and move something large, like a rock, from a field.
I would feel pride in not having any help in figuring out a way to move this large heavy rock without another
person helping me. I would pry with a large wooden fence post, dig around the rock with a shovel to
promote movement, get the rock to make small increments at a time, and finally get the rock moved from
the middle of the field, to a resting place near the outlying fence by rolling it a little at a time.
Each morning during the announcements, I share with my students and staff the “Saint of the
Day”. While they are all different, some men, some women, some rich, some poor, some brilliant
academically, some strong in their knowledge of the world, they all have one thing in common, they have
had a conversion of faith in their life that changed them from your average peasant or King, to a person who
was on their way to becoming a Saint.
St. Mary of Egypt overcame being a prostitute for many years as her conversion was caused by her being
excluded from a church building, only to see the errors of her ways at the foot of the church and casting her
eyes upon a statue of the Virgin Mary. She was granted permission into the church and prayed on the same
wood that was a part of the Cross that Jesus had died upon. Her conversion of faith allowed her to continue
her devotion to God and her newfound faith.
Other Saints sought conversion in solitude, by moving to isolated locations in the mountains to be alone and
pray. Jesus in the desert for forty days. “Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days,
and when they were over he was hungry” (Luke 4:1-2). Jesus, like all the Saints, relied on God. They could
not do it on their own.
As humans we take pride in “moving the rock” by our self. We think we can handle things on our own,
anything less is a sign of weakness. But seeking God’s help, his guidance, in everything we do is a sign of
strength. A conversion of faith, back to what we originated from. We came into this world as a helpless
infant, dependant on others, and we will leave this world in a similar fashion. So turn to use that moment of
great sadness and despair to seek a conversion. A job loss, a death of a family member, a car accident, or
a friendship that is no more, use these times as a chance to convert you faith into something stronger.
Have a great weekend and we will see you at Mass with your child!
Thanks and God Bless,

Rusty Albertson
Principal
St. Mark Catholic School
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Lunch Menu - October 28 thru November 1

Monday
Tuesday

Popcorn Chicken, Wild Mike’s Breadstick Bites and Sweet Potato Fries
(PK-1) Mini Cinnis; (2-8) Cinnamon Rolls; (All) Eggstravaganza and Roasted
Butternut Squash
Wednesday Beef Spaghetti Sauce, Rotini Pasta, Garlic Bread and Lemon Zest Broccoli
Thursday
Spooky Shaped Chicken Nuggets, Emoticon Potato Shapes and Halloween Treat
Friday
Pepperoni Pizza Ripper, Green Beans and Kids’ Snack Mix

ARCTIC ADVENTURES - SNOW MUCH TO READ - FALL BOOK FAIR

The Fall Book Fair is ready to stop at Saint Mark School. Students will preview the Book Fair and
create their wish lists on Monday, October 28. Students will be able to purchase books Tuesday,
October 29 and Wednesday, October 30.
NEW TO THE BOOK FAIR--THE SCHOLASTIC eWALLET
This year Scholastic Book Fair is pleased to offer your family a new way to purchase books from
the fair, the Scholastic eWallet.
eWallet provides your family a secure, cash-free way to shop the Book Fair. Create a free account
for each of your children. Preauthorize a spending limit through your credit card. The funds will be
available for each of your children to shop. Any funds not spent at the fair will be released back to
you on the last day of the fair (November 1).
● When you create an eWallet, the amount you select as your student's spending limit will
appear as a temporary hold (or pending charge) on your credit card and will be reflected in
your available balance. You will only be charged for what is purchased, and after the book
fair ends, the hold will expire and the funds will be released back to your credit card.
● Additional funds can be added to the eWallet at any time. You can also cancel funds, track
spending and see all activities in your order history through your MyScholastic account.
● Student eWallets are looked up at the book fair using the student's name, grade, or teacher;
eWallets do not have to be printed or presented to a cashier.
● You must create an eWallet for each student; accounts cannot be shared or transferred.
● If any items purchased during the fair are returned, the amount will be credited back to your
card. Processing times may vary. Contact your credit card company for specific information
regarding your account.
Visit the Saint Mark Book Fair homepage for the link to eWallet and the online book fair where a
larger selection of books is available. All books purchased from the online book fair will ship to
Saint Mark School at the end of the online book fair.
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stmarkschool8

Christmas Shopping done in one place!
Come to the St Mark Holiday Craft Fair

The St. Mark Holiday Craft Fair is November 2nd, 8:00am-2:30pm in Msgr. Schafer Hall.

___________________________________________________________________
Spirit Wear Sale Going On Now!

The sale begins today and ends on Monday, November 11 at day's end. Delivery will be
Wednesday, December 11 ~ just in time for Christmas! Below is the link for the SW sale
http://www.eliteprintingindy.com/stmarkspiritwear
● If you choose the pay later option, please make note of the total amount of the order. You
can then send in to the office in cash (please submit exact amount as we are not able to
make change in the office) or check (payable to Elite Printing).
● There are only two options that are uniform approved. They are the crew next black or
grey sweatshirts for $17.00. All other items can be worn to and from school and on
designated Spirit Wear days.
● Please mark your child’s name on the sweatshirt label. We have many sweatshirts that end
up in the Lost and Found and are not picked up - even when the Lost and Found table is the
entryway.
● If you would like to schedule an appointment with an interpreter to assist in placing your
spirit wear order, please contact me in the school office to schedule

St Mark Catholic School Family Literacy Night
“Snow Much to Read”
Tuesday, October 29th
4:00pm - 7:00pm

Dear Parents and Students in Grades K - 5,
You are invited to join us in a faith-based literacy evening where we can share our love of reading
and inspire you with some fun and meaningful literacy activities you can take home.
Our goal is to empower families with tools to continue to develop
literacy skills at home.
Come to St Mark Catholic School anytime between 4:00pm and
7:00pm to join in the fun! No registration is required and the event is
free. Arrive through the Main Entrance Doors.
Complete your Literacy Passport by visiting all three reading activity
rooms to earn a free book!
The St Mark Catholic School Book Fair will be open in the outer library
throughout the evening for families to visit and purchase books.

Contact Mrs. Grimes, cgrimes@stmarkindy.org, with any questions.

St Mark Give Back Pancake Breakfast!

Each year St Mark Catholic School hosts a pancake breakfast as a way to thank the parishioners
of St. Mark for their support of the school. If you are interested in volunteering to work the Pancake
Breakfast on Sunday, November 10th use the link below to sign up! Thank you in advance for
being a part of this give back event! https://www.signupgenius.com/g
o/4090C44A5AC23A1F85-stma rk1

Kroger Community Rewards
Do you shop at Kroger? Sign up your Kroger’s Plus Shopper’s Card in the
Kroger Community Rewards Program and choose “St. Mark CatholicSchool”.
Our organization number is: XM409. The web site is:
https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc hool-programs

Coca-Cola Rewards Program is back this year!
Caps and boxes that have a "My Official Coke Rewards Code" on them
Can be redeemed for money and the money goes back to St. Mark School!
Just turn your coke reward products into Mrs. Leszcynski in the school office.

Spotlight on Box Tops for Education

For CYO athletic questions, please contact one of the following on the St. Mark Athletic
Commission Board:
● SMAC President ~ Michelle Goss at the following email: gossteach@yahoo.com
● SMAC Athletic Director ~ Frank Litz at the following email: flitz@stmarkindy.org
Event
5 Football
56 Girls BB
56 Girls BB

Day of Week
Sunday (10/27)
Sunday (10/27)
Tuesday (10/29)

Opponent
Immaculate Heart
St. Barnabas
Holy Spirit Indy

Time, Location
1:00, Roncalli HS
3:00, St. Barnabas
6:00, Holy Spirit Indy

Sign up for CYO Volleyball is underway!

● Who: Girls Volleyball Grades 4th - 8th and Boys Volleyball Grades 5th - 8th.
● When: Sign up by November 19th!
● Cost: The fee is $85. www.cyoarchindy.org

Boys and Girls Volleyball Open Gyms
Does your child have an interest in volleyball or just want to work on basic skills? St. Mark will
have open gym times available to any child grades 4th-8th, free of charge. Whether they've
played for years or just want to see what volleyball is about, all are welcome! Each session will be
led by our volleyball coordinator Brianna Kurasz with the help of our coaches in the St. Mark gym.
Each day will focus on a specific skill to help your child improve and become more comfortable
with the game.
The days will be as follows:
● November 5th: hitting
● November 26th: serving
Every day the sessions will be divided by age group as follows:
● 3pm-4:30pm Cadet girls and boys
● 4:30pm-6pm 4th grade girls and boys
● 6pm-7:30pm 56 girls and boys

REBEL WRESTLING FOUNDATION
Registration for elementary and middle school club wrestling is now open. You can sign up for
RWF wrestling club at any time throughout the year. The youth wrestling season will start
November 5, with practices at Roncalli on Tuesday & Thursday (Beginners 6:00 PM - 6:45 PM,
Advanced 6:45 PM - 8:00 PM), and we have a full club competition schedule. RWF club wrestling
meshes well with our south deanery CYO wrestling schedule.
More details can be found on the website - rebelwrestlingfoundation.org OR contact Coach
McClurg @ 317-501-8306, wrestling@roncalli.org

___________________________________________________________________
REBEL JUNIORS VOLLEYBALL CLUB
Rebel Juniors is a volleyball club for youth girls started by Roncalli coaches for perspective
Roncalli volleyball athletes.
Open Gym: Sunday, October 20th Roncalli Main Gym
11’s-12’s 5-6:30 PM 13-14’s 6:30-8 PM
Tryouts
Sunday, October 27th Roncalli Main Gym
11’s 2-3:15 PM 12’s 3-4:15 PM 13’s 4-5:15 PM 14’s 4:45-6 PM
Monday, October 28th RHS Bubble
11-12’s 6-7:30 PM 13-14’s 7:30-9 PM
Age Groups:
· 14 & Under Division: Players who were born on or after September 1st, 2005
· 13 & Under Division: Players who were born on or after September 1st, 2006
· 12 & Under Division: Players who were born on or after September 1st, 2007
· 11 & Under Division: Players who were born on or after September 1st, 2008
● Practices will be 2-3 times a week. Times and location will vary based on gym availability.
● Teams will play all day tournaments (either on Saturday and/or Sunday) 1-2 times per month
starting in January. The season will end Mid-March.
Please follow @Rebelvball on Instagram for updates.
If you have any questions, feel free to email rebeljuniorsvolleyball@gmail.com

Roncalli Spirit Wear - Annual Holiday Sale
(Same time as Placement Test)
The Roncalli Spirit Store will hold its annual Holiday Sale on Saturday, November 9, 2019, in the
Roncalli cafeteria from 9 AM to 1 PM. We will have fantastic new merchandise updated with the
latest trends and styles for everyone on your Christmas shopping list: Moms and Dads,
Grandparents, students, future students, little siblings and even your pets. We have non-apparel
gift ideas you won’t want to miss. If you’re a parent of an eighth grader, shop with us while
your student takes the Roncalli placement exam.
For more information, please contact Wendy Lawrie, Director of the Roncalli Spirit Store at
wlawrie@roncalli.org or 787-8277 ext. 279. See you at the sale!

___________________________________________________________________
Roncalli High School Placement Test

Roncalli is excited to host the Class of 2024 for the High School Placement Test (HSPT) on
Saturday, November 9! Additional details are below:
● Test begins at 8:00 AM; students should arrive by 7:45 and enter through Door #5
(Auditorium).
● There is no pre-registration for this test.
● There is a $10 fee to cover the cost of the test; the student should bring this with them to
the test (Cash or check payable to Roncalli High School).
● Calculators are not allowed (Unless stated on an IEP/ISP).
● Student should bring two #2 pencils.
● Results will be mailed home by the end of November.
Parents are also strongly encouraged to attend an Admissions Information meeting on the morning
of the HSPT from 10:00 – 11:15 AM in the Roncalli Auditorium.
If you have questions, contact Allie Ross, Dir. of Admissions at aross@roncalli.org or
317-787-8277 ext. 243.

