Parents,
Fall is my favorite season of the year. I love the smells of harvested corn fields, the feel of crisp morning air, and the
sight of the palette of colors that makes up the turning autumn leaves. Growing up on a farm Fall signified an end to a
season of planting and nurturing crops in the field. Driving a combine through a field of corn and watching all the grains
accumulate into a wagon or large grain truck is very satisfying and fulfilling. What signifies an end to one growing
season, begins another. Once the crops were harvested, the tilling of the Fall soil begins and the smell of fresh dirt
being turned over for the next crop is long lasting.
Fall signifies change, it represents life. With the dying of the plants, to the turning of the leaves, to the drop in
temperature, Fall is the time when changes to our surrounding occur in a visible and sense filled way. It is a beautiful
time that we appreciate the summer we just had, and look forward to the winter and the Advent season. The seasons
are much like our lives as we go through changes that can sometime be predicted by a calendar or by certain point in
our lives.
As I get older, I see things much clearer. My appreciation of the little things has grown. Our lives fly by in such a short
time that we begin to look to the past, more than we do the future. But the future will happen on it’s own time.
Sometimes we strive to find our “purpose” in life, only to find out that purpose is more clear than we know. Like the
seasons on earth, we go through changes. Those changes are sometimes in our control, but for the most part they are
inevitable. How we deal with those changes, how we adapt, how we progress, is what brings our purpose more into
focus.
Fall is a time of change. I use this time of year to change the things in my life that need refocused, that need
readjusted. My prayer life, the time I spend with the Lord needs to be increased. My focus on God and His Son, Jesus
Christ should be a larger part of my life. My giving of myself to others in many ways must become more of who I am.
My level of forgiveness of others should grow larger with each day of my life. Fall is a time for change. A time for
change to our spiritual life.
And as the mums start to die, and the pumpkins become soft, we begin to prepare for winter. A darker, colder time
when we have a chance to slow down, do some reading, reflect on what has happened before and what is going to
come next. Some embrace winter, others dread it. It doesn't really matter, like other things in our lives, it will happen
whether we like it or not. Our lives will change. People around will change. The faces in our school will change. It is not
the change that matters, it is how we embrace and grow from the changes.
I hope that this transition from summer, to fall, to winter is one that you will embrace as an opportunity to change and
grow. I hope that I will do the same as a principal, as a husband, as a father, and as a person. Fall utilizes all of your
senses in its beauty and changes. I hope this Fall you will enjoy the changes all around you. Have an awesome
weekend and we will see you at Mass this weekend!

Thanks and God Bless,

Rusty Albertson
Principal
St. Mark Catholic School
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them” Matthew 18:20

Upcoming Events

October

2931

Book Fair Begins

30

November

8th Grade Shadow at Roncalli High School and
Professional Career Shadow

30

3:45  6:45 pm

1

9:00 am

1

Once Upon a Family Reading Night, School
All Saint’s Day Mass, Church
DineOut Night, City Barbeque, 7863 US 31 South

12

Book Fair

2

9:00 am Mass

Friday, November 2nd: We will announce Honor
Roll and Perfect Attendance following All School
Mass.

3

9:00  3:00 pm

SMCS Craft Fair, Monsignor Schafer Hall

5

St. Mark Food Drive Begins

9

2nd Quarter Progress Reports

11

8:30  11:00 am

School Commission Pancake Breakfast,
Monsignor Schafer Hall

12

Spirit Wear Sale Ends (sent home with oldest child
December 14)

16

St. Mark Food Drive Concludes

20
20
2123

9:00 am

Thanksgiving All School Mass, Church
Staff DevelopmentStudents Dismissed at
1:00 pm  No Aftercare
Thanksgiving Break, No School

8th Grade Fundraiser Texas Roadhouse Rolls

The 8th grade class is selling Texas Roadhouse rolls just in time for your Thanksgiving dinner!
Please see an 8th grade student to purchase rolls anytime between October 12th thru October
31st. Students will also sell rolls in the Narthex of church after each Mass October 27 and 28. Pick
up date for items purchased is Thursday, November 15
______________________________________________________________________________

St Mark Spirit Wear Sale: St Mark Spirit Wear Sale! Our PreChristmas St. Mark Catholic Spirit
Wear and Apparel onlineonly sale is going on now! Click on the below link and order your St. Mark
Catholic wear just in time for Christmas. What a great idea for gifts for the Holidays!
This is a great time to purchase OFFICIAL SCHOOL UNIFORM SWEATSHIRTS.
Sale ends on November 12th and all items will be delivered to school (sent home with oldest child)
by December 14th. You can pay online or choose to pay at school with a check (payment must be
received by November 12).
If you have any questions about Spirit wear or Apparel, contact Cassie at (317) 7819701.
Here is the link to the online sale: www.eliteprintingindy.com/stmarkspiritwear

Enchanted Forest~Let Your Imagination Grow
Book Fair is Coming!
Preview DayMonday, October 29
Purchase DaysTuesday and Wednesday, October 30 and 31
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stmarkschool12  link will be live on October 31.
(If you are able to volunteer, please email Mrs. Koesters at kkoesters@stmarkindy.org)
Tuesday, October 30
Once Upon a Family Reading Night
The Book Fair is open for family purchasing from 3:007:00

The St Mark Catholic School Once Upon A Family Reading Night
(in conjunction with the Book Fair)

Tuesday, October 30th 3:45pm  6:45p

Dear Parents and Students in Grades K  5
You are invited to join us in a faithbased fairytale evening wherein we can share in our love of
reading and inspire you with some fun and meaningful literacy activities that you can take home.
Our goal is to empower families with tools to continue to develop literacy skills at home. Come to
St Mark Catholic School anytime between 3:45pm and 6:45pm to join in the fun! No registration
required and event is free. Arrive through the Main Entrance Doors.
Complete the Fairytale Quest by visiting each of the four family reading activity rooms to earn a
free book !

______________________________________________________________________________

The St. Mark Holiday Craft Fair will be Saturday, November 3rd from 8:00am  3:00pm in Msgr.
Schafer Hall (Gym). There are still a few more spots, so please register as soon as possible online
at the following link: https://goo.gl/forms/ZazwcVNLpPVuOvMW2
REMEMBER: Your registration is not official until we get your $40 registration fee. Please bring
your $40 registration fee to the school office (Door #1) between the hours of 8:00am and 3:00pm
MF. You can also mail your registration fee to:
St. Mark Craft Fair
St. Mark Catholic School
541 E Edgewood Ave
Indianapolis, IN, 46227
We will offer set up on Friday, November 2nd from 6:00 pm until 8:00pm. You may arrive on
Saturday morning at 6:00am.cv YOU MUST BE COMPLETELY CLEANED UP BY 3:30PM!
Concessions will be available during the day.
For more info please contact Beth Leszcynski at: bleszcynski@stmarkindy.org or Tia Agresta at:
tiaagresta@yahoo.com OR call the school office at (317) 7864013.

Our annual "Give Back Pancake Breakfast" is right around the corner. This is a free breakfast
available for our parishioners after 7:30 and 9:30 masses on Sunday, November 11th. It is an
opportunity for the school to say thank you to the parishioners who support our school in so many
ways. We look forward to seeing you at the Pancake Breakfast! Please plan on attending to let us
say “Thank You”!
If you are interested in volunteering Go to this web site or contact Mrs. Cline
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C44A5AC23A1F85stmark
______________________________________________________________________________

Indy Pocket Pass Discount Cards!
Our 8th grade students will begin selling the best discount card ever! The Indy Pocket Pass will be
available starting in November! See an 8th grader to purchase your cards! LIMITED NUMBER
AVAILABLE.

Lunch Menu  October 29 thru November 2

Monday

PK1 Chicken Sticks, Goldfish Crackers, Cauliflower and Cheese Sauce
28 Breaded Pork Tenderloin on Hamburger Bun, Cauliflower and Cheese Sauce
Tuesday
Macho Nachos! Seasoned Beef Taco Meat, Refried Beans, Nacho Cheese,
Tortilla Chips and Queso Amarillo
Wednesday Halloween Shaped Chicken Nuggets, French Fries and Halloween Treat!
Thursday
Grilled Cheese Sandwich, Tomato Soup and Baked Apples
Friday
PK1 4x6 Cheese Pizza and Zucchini Parmesan
28 4x6 Sausage Pizza and Zucchini Parmesan

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
Register online at krogercommunityrewards.com. You will need your Kroger
Plus Card Number.

Box Tops
Please place Box Tops in the collection box in the church narthex or turn in to
the school office.

CocaCola Rewards Program is back this year!
Caps and boxes that have a "My Official Coke Rewards Code" on them
Can be redeemed for money and the money goes back to St. Mark School!
Just turn your coke reward products into Mrs. Leszcynski in the office.

For CYO athletic questions, please contact one of the following on the St. Mark Athletic
Commission Board:
● SMAC President ~ Michelle Goss at the following email:
gossteach@yahoo.com
● SMAC Athletic Director ~ Kris Able at the following email:
kable@stmarkindy.org
Event

Day of Week

Opponent

Time, Location

34 Football

Saturday (10/27)

St. Michael Indy

10:00, Roncalli HS

Cadet Girls BB

Saturday (10/27)

St. Matthew

10:00, St. Mark

56A Girls BB

Saturday (10/27)

St. Lawrence

11:00, St. Mark

4 Girls BB

Saturday (10/27)

St. Michael Indy

12:00, St. Mark

56B Girls BB

Saturday (10/27)

St. Charles

1:00, St. Charles

56 Football

Sunday (10/28)

St. Jude

2:00, Roncalli HS

4 Girls BB

Monday (10/29)

St. Roch

5:00, St. Mark

56A Girls BB

Monday (10/29)

St. Matthew

6:00, St. Mark

56B Girls BB

Monday (10/29)

St. Barnabas

7:00, St. Mark

Oct. 26 – Nov. 2

______________________________________________________________________________

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church
Parish News
Join us for an evening of fun and fellowship on November 10th at the annual St. Mark Bingo Bash!
The admission price is $25 per person. The prize for each game is $100. We also will have 50/50
and pull tabs available. Doors will open at 6:30 and the first game will begin at 7. Come and enjoy
food from south side businesses, wine tastings, and beer available for donations. Grab bags will
also be available for a $5 purchase.
We need your help to make this event a success! Our committee is looking for donations for the
grab bags including gift cards and small items to fill them. We’d also appreciate any monetary
donations. If you are interested in helping, please contact Kirstia Cropper at 3174901818 or Jen
Stonecipher at jackhaleymom@yahoo.com.

_____________________________________________________________________________

REBEL WRESTLING FOUNDATION
Grades PreK  8th Wrestling Season begins Tuesday, October 30. You can register for RWF at
practice anytime during the season. Practices are held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the
Roncalli High School Wrestling Room. Beginner Group will practice at 6:00 PM  6:45 PM, and
Advanced Group will practice at 6:45 PM  8:00 PM. A full competition schedule is offered. For
more information visit www.rebelwrestlingfoundation.org or email wrestling@roncalli.org

___________________________________________________________________
Roncalli High School Tours
Did you know that you can schedule a tour of Roncalli High School during school hours to see
what a typical day looks like? If you are curious on what this might look like, contact Director of
Admissions & Marketing Allie Ross today to set one up! Allie can be reached at (317) 7878277,
ext. 243.

Roncalli Open House
Roncalli invites all prospective students in 5th – 8th grades, along with their parents and family
members, to join us for our Open House on Thursday, November 8th from 6:00 – 8:00 PM.
All facets of school life at Roncalli will be on display. Guests will be able to visit information booths
on all academic, extracurricular and service organizations and have an opportunity to speak with
current students, teachers, coaches, club moderators and school administrators. Tours of the
school will be available throughout the entire two hour time period.
Stop by and see why so many people are making Roncalli their choice for high school! For
information about RHS, visit www.roncalli.org.

___________________________________________________________________
Roncalli High School Placement Test
Roncalli is excited to host the Class of 2023 for the High School Placement Test (HSPT) on
Saturday, November 10! Additional details are below:
● Test begins at 8:00 AM; students should arrive by 7:45 and enter through Door #5
(Auditorium).
● There is no preregistration for this test.
● There is a $10 fee to cover the cost of the test; the student should bring this with them to
the test (Cash or check payable to Roncalli High School).
● Calculators are not allowed (Unless stated on an IEP/ISP).
● Student should bring two #2 pencils.
● Results will be mailed home by the end of November
●
Parents are also strongly encouraged to attend an Admissions Information meeting on the morning
of the HSPT from 10:00 – 11:15 AM in the Roncalli Auditorium.

___________________________________________________________________
RONCALLI SPIRIT STORE ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE
The Roncalli Spirit Store will hold its annual Holiday Sale on Saturday, November 10, 2018, in the
Roncalli cafeteria from 9 AM to 1 PM. We will have fantastic new merchandise updated with the
latest trends and styles for everyone on your Christmas shopping list: Moms and Dads,
Grandparents, students, future students little siblings and even your pets. We have nonapparel
gift ideas you won’t want to miss. Eighth grade parents, shop with us while your student takes the
Roncalli placement exam.
For more information, please contact Wendy Lawrie, Director of the Roncalli Spirit Store at
wlawrie@roncalli.org or 7878277 ext. 279. See you at the sale!

___________________________________________________________________
Roncalli Yard Signs
Show your RHS Spirit by displaying at your home and/or place of business one of the brand new
2018 RHS Yard Signs. The signs are free and may be picked up by the main entrance to the
stadium! They will also be available to take the night of Open House. Thanks to all RHS families
who participate in our yard sign campaign  your help in promoting Roncalli is much appreciated.

