October 8, 2021
Parents,
As we prepare for Fall break, we do so just completing a great start to our school year. We had many positive
moments that allowed us to continue to improve as a school community. We have made adjustments due to
COVID changes and our teachers and students continue to be resilient to the many challenges that are put
before us. We look for ways to help students grow in their academics, their kindness to others, and most
importantly in their faith in God. Faith that grows with more prayer, by giving of our self in service to others, by
learning more about Jesus Christ, and using the knowledge to model our lives on.
With an increase in enrollment from 430 students last year to 487 students this year, the need to be more
organized by our teachers, cafeteria staff, parish staff, and administration has been very important.
Communicating with you, the parents, has also been vital to embracing our growth of 57 students this year. Our
school families at St. Mark speak more than eight different languages, so we must facilitate communication that
not only varies in dialect, but also the method in which we deliver these communications. We use video, written,
audio, and visual communications to reach all of our families at St. Mark Catholic School. If we can improve on
our communication, please let us know.
One of our biggest positive changes and additions this year has been our Bus Bay Outdoor Classroom (BBOC).
What a beautiful setting for teachers and students to gain academic and spiritual knowledge. Colorful Sun Sails,
various fun seating, new raised gardens, and much more allows our students to be taught in a non-traditional
setting that has fresh, clean, safe air, and provides extrinsic motivation in its surroundings. We have added a
beautiful new fence and gate system to the south end of the BBOC that has a large gate and a small walk
through gate with a digital keypad for entrance. A truly state of the art outdoor classroom that puts St. Mark
Catholic School on the cutting edge of a new wave of educational settings!
But our biggest emphasis at St. Mark Catholic School is providing a place where your child can grow in their faith
in God. Where Christ is at the center of all we do. Where we expect kindness and compassion from all of our
students and staff. And even though we are not perfect, and we make mistakes with how we treat people, we use
our faith to ask for forgiveness for our transgressions, and we give forgiveness to those that are unkind to us. We
must use scripture as a textbook for our lives and not let society dictate our morals and our character. Christ is
the example that we must follow.
So enjoy this next week of Fall break. Make memories with your children and include Christ in those memories.
Be safe and keep our students, staff, and parishioners at St. Mark in your prayers. Have a great Fall break and
we will see you at Mass!
Thanks and God Bless

Rusty Albertson
Principal
St. Mark Catholic School

St. Mark the Evangelist parish news...
Flu Shot Clinic

Please join us on Sunday, October 24 from 7:30 am - 12 pm for the annual flu shot clinic offered by
the St. Mark Health and Wellness Ministry in partnership with Franciscan Health. Please complete
a registration form prior to the clinic and bring with you along with a copy of your insurance card.
High Dose vaccine is available for those 65+. Questions? Contact Angi Swiezy at
aswiezy@stmarkindy.org or 317-787-8246.

Oct

11-15

No School ~Fall Break

Oct

18

Spirit Wear Sale Begins

October 18 thru 22
Monday
Daily Choice or Cheeseburger and French Fries
Tuesday
Daily Choice or Beef Tacos and Refried Beans
Wednesday Daily Choice or French Toast and Sausage
Thursday
Daily Choice or Pulled Pork Sandwich and Corn
Friday
Daily Choice or (PK-3) Cheese Pizza; (4-8) Calzone and Broccoli
______________________________________________________________________________

Our next Spirit Wear begins the Monday we return from Fall Break. On Monday, October 18,
please look for a link that we will email to you through Jupiter. There will also be a link on our
school website.
● Spirit Wear Sale Begins:
Monday, October 18
● Last Day to Order Spirit Wear: November 8, 2021
● Spirit Wear delivered to school: December 16,2021 - just in time for Christmas!

Kroger Community Rewards
Do you shop at Kroger? Sign up your Kroger’s Plus Shopper’s Card in the Kroger
Community Rewards Program and choose “St. Mark CatholicSchool”. Our
organization number is: XM409. The web site is:
https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc hool-programs

Coca-Cola Rewards Program
Caps and boxes that have a "My Official Coke Rewards Code" on them
Can be redeemed for money and the money goes back to St. Mark School!
Just turn your coke reward products into Mrs. Leszcynski in the school office

Box Tops for Education
Buy Box Top Products
● Scan your Receipt (use the app to snap a photo of your receipt within 14 days
of purchase)
●

_________________________________________________________________________

Support SMCS 8th Grade Class of 2022
(Not too early to think about Christmas stocking stuffers!)
We still have Indy Pocket Passes for sale in the school office.

(exp 10/01/2022)

For CYO athletic questions, please contact one of the following on the St. Mark Athletic
Commission Board:
● SMAC President ~ Michelle Goss at the following email: gossteach@yahoo.com
● SMAC Athletic Director ~ Frank Litz at the following email: SMAC@stmarkindy.org

Event
Day of Week
October 8 – October 15
Cadet Football
Saturday 10/9
34 Football
Saturday 10/9
Cross Country
Saturday 10/9
56 Football
Sunday 10/10
JV Football
Wednesday 10/13
October 15 – October 22
34 Football
Saturday 10/16
56 Football
Sunday 10/17
Cadet Football
Sunday 10/17

Opponent

Time, Location

St. Barnabas
Nativity
All CYO CC Teams
St. Louis de Montfort
Christ the King

9:00am, St. Barnabas
10:00am, Nativity
1:30pm, Blue River
2:15pm, Beech Grove MS
6:00pm, Central Catholic

St. Luke
St. Pius X
St. Jude

10:15am, Central Catholic
1:00pm, Roncalli HS
3:30pm, St. Jude

Roncalli Shadow Program
Roncalli is excited to welcome future Royals to campus for the Royal for a Day Program! Because
of its success last year, all shadows will be on an individual basis, with 8 students being able to join
us each day. All visits will be on a first-come, first-serve basis. The first semester dates are
almost full!
If you are interested in getting your 8th grader signed up, please email Allie Ross at
aross@roncalli.org for all available dates. Go, Royals!

Roncalli Open House
We are excited to host the 2021 Roncalli Open House on Campus! This year’s event will take
place Thursday, November 4 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Registration will take place in the Ascension St.
Vincent gymnasium. Visit booths to meet faculty, staff and coaches. Check out our updated
facilities. Get a tour of the school from a current RHS student. See what it’s like to be a Roncalli
Royal...we love it and we know you will too. Contact Allie Ross, aross@roncalli.org with any
questions.
______________________________________________________________________________

Roncalli High School Placement Test
Roncalli will be hosting the Class of 2026 for the High School Placement Test (HSPT) on Saturday,
November 6! Additional details are below:
● Test begins at 8:00 AM and concludes by 11:15 AM Please arrive 15 minutes early, and
use the Fine Arts Center entrance (Door #5).
● Cost is $10-cash or check
● Students are asked to bring 2 sharpened No. 2 pencils; calculators are not allowed.
● STARS students and parents are invited to the 8th grade parent meeting on Tuesday,
October 19, 2020 at 7 PM in the Roncalli Student Life Center.
● Accommodations, as designated in the student’s IEP/ISP, are available only for those
students who provide the appropriate documentation to Mrs. Michelle Roberts
(mroberts@roncalli.org), Special Needs Director, at least 10 days prior to the HSPT.
Parents are strongly encouraged to attend an Admissions Information meeting on the morning of
the High School Placement Test from 10:00 – 11:15 AM in the auditorium. Items covered at this
meeting will include the Admissions Application, the Admissions process, the Financial Aid process
and some general academic and scheduling information. Please contact Jessica Engel, School
Counselor (317) 787-8277 (ext.235) or Jane Dias, Guidance Administrative Assistant (ext. 214)
with questions.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

RONCALLI SPIRIT STORE ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE
The Roncalli Spirit Store will hold its annual Holiday Sale on Saturday, November 6, 2021 in the
Roncalli cafeteria from 9 AM to 1 PM. We will have tons of awesome, new merchandise in the
latest styles for everyone on your Christmas list. Eighth grade parents, shop with us while your
student takes the Roncalli placement exam.
Check out our FB page https://www.facebook.com/RoncalliHighSchool (Roncalli Spirit Store) for
weekly sneak peeks.
For more information, please contact Amy Kuntz, Director of the Roncalli Spirit Store at
akuntz@roncalli.org or 787-8277 ext. 278. See you at the sale!

