
 

Dear   Parents, 
 
I   woke   up   this   past   Sunday   morning   excited   for   the   day.   I   always   look   forward   to   coming   to   church   at   St. 
Mark   and   being   closer   to   God   as   I   get   to   hear   his   word.   This   Sunday   was   especially   good   for   me   as   our   son 
Damon   was   home   from   Missouri,   where   he   attends   college,   and   my   mother-in-law,   Judy,   was   also   visiting 
from   Missouri.   I   knew   Grace   and   some   of   her   friends   would   be   joining   us   at   Mass,   so   I   had   much   to   be 
thankful   for   and   to   look   forward   to. 
 
I   went   to   school   a   few   hours   before   9:30am   Mass   to   get   some   school   work   done,   attended   Mass   with   my 
family,   visited   for   a   few   minutes   in   Msgr.   Schafer   Hall,   and   headed   home   to   relax,   feed   my   cows,   and   watch 
some   football.  
 
I   was   at   home   at   11:00am.   At   the   same   time      in   Sutherland   Springs   Texas,   church   services   at   the   First 
Baptist   Church   were   about   to   begin.      At   11:20am      I   was   home   working   in   my   barn.   At   the   same   time   a   man 
dressed   in   black   tactical   gear,   walked   into   the   Sutherland   Springs   First   Baptist   Church,   and   opened   fire   on 
the   church’s   50   members,   either   killing   or   injuring   all   of   them.   The   act   of   violence   was   senseless,   horrific, 
and   all   too   common   in   our   country   and   world.   I   was   sitting   on   my   couch   at   11:50am   when   the   news   came 
across   the   screen   of   another   shooting   with   many   killed   and   many   injured. 
 
I   shut   off   the   TV   and   began   to   pray.   I   prayed   for   the   repose   of   the   souls   that   were   killed   in   the   terrible   tragedy. 
I   prayed   for   those   that   were   injured.   I   prayed   for   the   police   and   first   responders   that   had   to   investigate   this 
indescribable   crime   scene.   I   prayed   for   this   small,   rural   town   in   Texas,   that   had   just   went   through   one   of   the 
worst   crimes   imaginable.   People,   like   I   had   been   a   few   hours   before   with   my   family,   were   sitting   in   church, 
listening   to   God’s   word,   celebrating   the   Gospel,   being   in   the   presence   of   Him,   and   their   lives   were   taken, 
their   lives   were   changed   forever   in   the   next   four   minutes. 
 
I   sat   in   silence.   I   did   not   know   any   of   the   victims.   I   did   not   know   where   Sutherland   Springs   Texas   was.   I   did 
not   have   a   personal   connection   with   the   tragedy,   and   I   felt   very   helpless.   I   did   not   know   what   to   do,   or   what 
to   say,   or   even   what   to   think.   I   was   literally   left   feeling   numb.   I   have   watched   recently   the   other   acts   of 
violence   in   Las   Vegas,   in   NY   City,   in   other   parts   of   our   world.   I   have   seen   the   video   of   the   aftermath   of   the 
crime   scenes.   I   have   heard   the   experts   explain   why   the   person   “did   it”.  
 
People   going   to   a   concert,   riding   their   bikes,   attending   school,   sitting   in   church.   People   not   knowing   that 
when   they   woke   up   that   morning,   it   would   be   their   last   here   on   earth.   Not   getting   to   say   goodbye   to   loved 
ones,   not   apologizing   for   an   argument   with   their   children,   not   giving   their   spouse   a   hug   before   they   left,   not 
knowing.   My   heart   aches   for   what   is   going   on   in   our   world,   our   country,   our   towns,   and   now   our   churches.  
 
 

 



 
 

My   only   answer   is   we   must   start   to   change   the   wave   of   violence   in   our   homes   and   work   outward.   We   must 
show   more   kindness   to   our   family.   We   must   do   more   in   our   community   to   make   people   feel   welcome.   We 
must   help   those   that   are   troubled   and   comfort   them.   We   must   understand   that   people   are   different   from   us 
and   that   love   should   prevail   and   hate   should   dissipate.      We   must   pray   more,   do   more   good   for   those   in 
need,   show   love   toward   those   we   meet   each   day,   and   be   models   for   our   children   of   peace   and   kindness   to 
all.      Not   when   it   is   convenient,   not   when   it   is   advantageous   for   us,   not   when   we   feel   like   it,   but   all   the   time.   It 
needs   to   become   our   way   of   life.   We   must   not   accept   or   condone,   the   ideology   that   promotes   hatred   of   any 
kind.   No   matter   our   ethnicity,   our   language,   the   color   of   our   skin,   our   financial   situation,   or   our   name,   we 
must   all   do   our   part   to   stop   this   cycle   of   hatred,   and   it   starts   in   our   homes,   in   our   community,   in   our   church, 
in   our   school,   in   our   workplace,   in   our   lives. 
 
I   hope   that   we   will   use   this   opportunity   to   bring   others   closer   to   God   and   his   Son,   Jesus   Christ.   We   cannot 
let   those   26   people’s   lives,   who   were   singing   songs   of   faith,   be   lost   in   vain.   We   must   do   our   part   to   stop 
hatred,   stop   violence,   and   to   promote   peace.      Thank   you   for   doing   your   part.   I   hope   that   our   community   and 
our   world   will   have   peace   today.   Have   a   good   weekend   and   we   will   see   you   at   Mass. 
 
 
Thanks   and   God   Bless, 

 
Rusty   Albertson 
Principal 
St.   Mark   Catholic   School 
“Come   Grow   in   Faith” 
 
1   Timothy   4:12       "Let   no   one   have   contempt   for   your   youth,    but   set   an   example   for   those   who   believe,   in 
speech,   conduct,   love,   faith,   and   purity " 
 
 

 
Upcoming   Events 

 
 

November 10 Second   Quarter   Progress   Reports 

 12 School   Commission   “Give   Back”      Pancake   Breakfast-Msgr.   Schafer   Hall, 
8:30-11:00   am 

 21 Thanksgiving   All-School   Mass-Church,   9:00   am 

 21 Staff   Development-Students   Dismissed   at   1:00   pm   (No   After   Care) 

 22-24 Thanksgiving   Break,   No   School 



 
 

December 6 Christmas   Musical   (Gr.   K-5,   Jr.   High   Choir   and   Band)   Church,   7:00   pm 

 8 All   School   Mass/Feast   of   the   Immaculate   Conception,   Church,   8:15   am 

 18-19 Santa   Shop 

 21 End   of   2nd   Quarter 

 21 Pre-K   Christmas   Musical,   Church,   11:00   am 

 21 Staff   Development,    Students   Dismissed   at   1:00   (NO   AFTERCARE) 

December   21   - 
            January   7 

 Christmas   Break   -   No   School 

  

                                                                                                            Can   Food   Drive   -   Race   to   End   Hunger 
 
St.   Mark   Catholic   School   families   are   helping   the   Little   Sisters   of   the   Poor,   David   S.   Moore   Food 
Pantry,   Hunger   Inc.   and   the   Cathedral   Soup   Kitchen. 
 
Students   should   bring   in   non   perishable   food   items,   such   as   canned   food,   soup,   boxed   pasta,   etc. 
by   November   17.      Please   take   to   their   home   room   teachers. 
The   pantries   have   requested   no   bottled   water.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                St.   Mark   Parish   News             

Save   the   Date 
 

The   Annual   St.   Mark   Christmas   Lunch   will   be   in   Schafer   Hall   on   Friday,   December   1st   at   11:30. 
 

Please   join   us   for   a   delicious   buffet   lunch   with   dessert   and   drinks.   Anyone   18+   is   invited   and   if   you 
wish,   bring   a   NEW   unwrapped   toy   for   St.   Philip   Neri's   Christmas   Store.   There   will   be   entertainment 
by   St.   Mark   students   and   door   prizes.   The   cost   is   $8   and   you   can   register   at   the   Parish   Office. 
Seating   will   be   limited   to   200   so   don't   delay   !  
 
  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
             KROGER   COMMUNITY   REWARDS   PROGRAM 
               Register   online   at    krogercommunityrewards.com .      You   will   need   your   Kroger  
               Plus   Card   Number. 
  

 
                         Box   Tops  
                              Please   place   Box   Tops   in   the   collection   boxes   in   the   church   narthex   or   school  
                              entrance.  
 
                            Coca-Cola   Rewards   Program   is   back   this   year!  
                                    Caps   and   boxes   that   have   a   "My   Official   Coke   Rewards   Code"   on   them   can   be 
                                    redeemed   for   money   and   the   money   goes   back   to   St.   Mark   School!   Here   are  
                                    some   of   the   brands   that   can   be   redeemed   for   points: 
                                    J ust   turn   your   coke   reward   products   into   Mrs.   Leszcynski   in   the   office! 
 

 
 

 
Lunch   Menu   -   Week   of   November   13   thru   17  

 
Monday                                  Pancakes,   Sausage   and   Sweet   Cooked   Carrots  
Tuesday       Penne   Pasta   with   Beef   Meat   Sauce,   Wild   Mike’s   Breadstick   Bites   and   Caesar   Salad  
Wednesday               Hot   and   Spicy   or   Golden   Chicken   Tenders,   Dinner   Roll,   Mashed   Potatoes   &   Gravy 
Thursday                         Soft   Tortilla   with   Beef   Taco   Meat,   Rice   Pilaf,   Corn   and   Shredded   Cheese 
Friday                                           PK-1   Cheese   Pizza;   2-8   4x6   Pork   Sausage   Pizza;   All   Breaded   Mozzarella   Sticks 
                                                                                 and   Roasted   Zucchini  
 
 
 
 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com/


 
 

 

  
 
 
Event Day   of   Week Opponent Time,   Location 
November   10   -   17 
56C   Girls   BB Sunday   (11/12) OL   Mt.   Carmel 2:00,   OL   Mt.   Carmel 
Cadet   Girls   BB Sunday   (11/12) TBD 4:00,   OL   Lourdes 
4   Boys   BB Monday   (11/13) St.   Roch 5:30,   St.   Mark 
4   Boys   BB Thursday   (11/16) OL   Greenwood 7:30,   St.   Mark 

 
St.   Mark   Wrestling   Registration    -   Registration   for   boy’s   wrestling   is   now   underway.      St.   Mark 
wrestling   is   open   to   all   Parish   boys   in   grades   K-8.      The   CYO   team   registration   deadline   is 
December   27   and   we   need   to   get   a   team   count   as   soon   as   possible.      All   K-8   wrestlers   must   register 
using   the   CYO   website   no   later   than   December   20.      A   CYO   physical   exam   is   required   for   grades 
5-8   and   forms   are   available   in   the   church   narthex,   parish   office,   school   office,   and   the   school   and 
parish   web   site.      To   register   for   wrestling,   go   to   www.cyoarchindy.org.      Follow   the   “Register   Child” 
link   and   complete   the   information   requested.      Please   contact   Patrick   Collier   at 
collierfamily8@att.net    for   more   information. 
 
 
For   CYO   athletic   questions,   please   contact   one   of   the   following   on   the   St.   Mark   Athletic 
Commission   Board: 

● SMAC   President   ~   Andy   Swiezy   at   the   following   email: 
                                  andyswiezy83@gmail.com 

● SMAC   Athletic   Director   ~   Kris   Able   at   the   following   email: 
                                   kable@stmarkindy.org .    
  

 
   

Reminder:   Roncalli   High   School   Application 
Roncalli   is   excited   to   welcome   the   Class   of   2022   next   fall! 

 
As   a   reminder,   the   Application   for   Admission   is   now   available   online   at    www.roncalli.org .   To   access 
the   registration   site,   please   click   the   text   that   reads   "Complete   Admission   Application   Online" 
underneath   the   scrolling   photos.   Once   the   application   is   complete   and   the   $100   registration   fee   is 
received,   you   may   continue   the   registration   process.   For   those   who   have   not   been   in   a   South 
Deanery   Catholic   grade   school   for   grades   seven   and   eight,   those   next   steps   will   include 
scheduling   an   admissions   interview   for   Saturday,   January   20   (limited   space   available).   For   all 
others,   it   will   be   scheduling   your   appointment   to   meet   with   your   student's   counselor   to   create   their 
freshman   year   schedule. 
 
Please   contact   Director   of   Admissions   Allie   Ross   at    aross@roncalli.org    or    (317)   787-8277,   ext.   243 
with   any   questions. 

mailto:collierfamily8@att.net
mailto:andyswiezy83@gmail.com
mailto:kable@stmarkindy.org
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        RHS   Boys   Basketball   Fall   Skills   Clinic  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All   boys   in   grades   K-8   are   invited   to   be   a   part   of   the   13th   annual   RHS   Boys   Basketball   Fall   Skills 
Clinic   to   be   held   in   the   RHS   gymnasium   on   Saturday,   November   11.      The   cost   is   $20.      The   times   for 
each   respective   age   group   are   as   follows: 

● K,   1st,   2nd,   and   3rd   Grade   Boys:  
12:00   pm   -   1:30   pm 

● 4th,   5th   and   6th   Grade   Boys:  
1:30   pm   -   3:00   pm 

● 7th   and   8th   Grade   Boys:  
3:00   pm   -   4:30   pm 

Please   pre-register,   as   only   those   pre-registered   will   be   guaranteed   a   basketball!      You   may 
pre-register   by   emailing   RHS   head   boys   basketball   coach,   Michael   Wantz,    mwantz@roncalli.org    or 
call   him   at   787-8277   x   206. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Roncalli's   Intrasquad   Wrestling   Meet   (Alumni   Night   &   Club   Night) 
Wednesday   November   15,   2017   at   6:30   pm   @   St.   Barnabas 

Roncalli   Wrestling   team   will   compete   in   an   intrasquad   dual,   coached   by   our   Roncalli   Wrestling 
Alumni!   Free   Admission,   Disc   Jockey   with   music   and   wrestler   introductions,   T-Shirt   Toss,   Alumni 
Night   &   Club   Night   recognition:   spread   the   word   to   all   Rebel   alumni   and   club   wrestlers,   as   we   will 
recognize   them   at   intermission!   Reminder-   Grades   8   &   under   Rebel   Wrestling   Foundation   Club 
Practices   at   RHS   start   on   October   30th   Monday   &   Thursday   nights   6:30pm-8:00pm,   with 
competitions   starting   Mid-November! 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Jr.   Lady   Rebel   Basketball 
 

General   Information   Registration   will   be   Sunday,   November   19,   2017   from   1:00-3:00   p.m.   in   the 
Roncalli   cafeteria.   Cost   is   $50   per   player   ($60   if   you   need   jersey).   If   you   have   questions,   contact 
Coach   Mac   at    (317)   371-4010    or   at   one   of   her   email   addresses;    dmcclanahan@msdpt.k12.in.us    or 
dfmcclanahan@sbcglobal.net .  
 

mailto:mwantz@roncalli.org

