
 

Dear   Parents, 
 
The   Indiana   Department   of   Education   gives   every   school   in   Indiana,   public   or   private,   a   A-F   letter   grade. 
This   letter   grade   is   based   on   ISTEP   raw   scores   and   improvement   of   students   ISTEP   scores   from   the 
previous   year.      As   many   of   you   know   St.   Mark   Catholic   School   received   an   “A”   letter   grade   for   our   raw 
ISTEP   scores,   but   more   importantly   our   improvement.  
 
The   way   the   A-F   letter   grade   works   is   that   half   of   a   school's   A-F   letter   grade   is   based   on   raw   scores   that 
their   students   receive   on   the   ISTEP   test,   and   half   is   based   on   improvement   from   the   previous   years.   The 
only   ISTEP   tests   that   the   A-F   letter   grade   is   based   on   is   Math   and   Language   Arts.   Our   raw   scores 
increased   by   7%   points   in   Math   and   9%   points   in   Language   Arts.  
 
But   what   was   indicative   of   the   hard   work   by   our   teachers,   support   staff   and   you,   our   parents,   was   our 
growth   rate.   Our   overall   growth   rate   for   last   year’s   ISTEP   test   was   124.6.      What   makes   that   even   more 
impressive   is   that   out   of   all   of   the   1784   elementary   schools   in   Indiana   that   took   the   ISTEP   test,   St.   Mark 
Catholic   ranked   48th   for   highest   growth   in   the   state,   top   2%.   This   is   another   indicator   of   the   partnership   that 
we   have   with   you   in   all   aspects   of   your   child’s   education   is   moving   in   a   positive   direction.  
 
But   I   feel   that   the   ISTEP   test   results   and   the   “A”   letter   grade   is   only   one   grade   on   our   “Report   Card”.   While 
the   accomplishment   shows   that   even   with   such   a   diverse   student   population,   we   continue   to   individualize 
the   student’s   curriculum   to   meet   their   academic   level,   it   also   does   not   show   many   things   that   we   do   at   St. 
Mark   Catholic   School.      So,   while   data   and   testing   is   the   way   of   the   educational   world,   I   would   like   to   share 
with   you   what   else   goes   into   our   “Report   Card”   at   St.   Mark   Catholic   School. 
 
Subject  Letter   Grade 
Service   To   Others                         B  
 
One   of   the   things   that   makes   us   a   Catholic   School   is   our   Service   to   Others.   It   goes   much   deeper   than 
having   the   students   turn   in   service   hours   each   grading   period.   It   goes   much   deeper   than   bringing   in   food 
items   that   help   restock   our   local   food   pantries.   It   goes   much   deeper   than   collecting   socks,   hats,   gloves, 
peanut   butter   and   cereal   for   those   in   need   in   our   community.   It   goes   to   the   point   of   creating   a   culture   of 
giving   of   ourselves,   it   allows   us   to   live   out   the   words   of   Christ   and   help   take   care   of   “the   least   of   our 
brothers”.   It   makes   us   become   life-time   givers.   It   creates   an   atmosphere   of   less   of   “me”   and   more   of 
“others”.  
 
While   many   people   think   we   should   receive   an   “A”   grade,   we   know   that   there   is   so   much   more   we   can   do. 
We   know   that   we   need   to   move   out   of   our   comfort   zone   and   become   even   more   like   Christ,   and   make   our 
life   focus   on   helping   others.   We   have   much   work   to   do   to   get   an   “A”. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Subject  Letter   Grade 
Faith   Growth                               B 
 
The   most   important   grade   that   we   have   is   Faith   Growth.   The   foundation   of   faith   that   we   build,   in   partnership 
with   you,   is   more   far   reaching   than   we   can   ever   imagine.   While   the   ISTEP   grade   may   help   us   a   short   time 
while   we   are   here   on   earth,   the   letter   grade   for   Faith   Growth,   will   help   us   into   eternity,   into   Heaven.  
 
We   do   so   much   to   facilitate   faith   growth   at   St.   Mark   Catholic   School.   Prayer   is   a   part   of   every   class,   of 
every   lunch   period,   of   everything   we   do.   Spontaneous   prayer,   prayer   of   intentions,   prayers   for   intercession, 
prayers   of   thanks,   prayers   of   forgiveness,   and   prayers   for   health   are   used   throughout   our   school   day   and 
continued   in   your   homes. 
 
Attending   Mass   is   a   major   part   of   our   Faith   Growth.   Hearing   God’s   word.   Listening   to   Fr.   Bill   explain   the 
readings.   Being   a   part   of   the   changing   of   bread   and   wine   into   the   body   and   blood   of   Christ.   Consuming   that 
body   and   blood   to   make   Christ   a   part   of   us.   Praying   with   our   classmates.   Being   in   the   presence   of   God, 
singing   his   words   in   His   house.      Mass   is   the   best   part   of   our   day. 
 
But   the   words   to   the   song   “they   will   know   we   are   Christians   by   our   love”   rings   true   in   our   school.   The   way 
we   treat   others   with   kind   words.   The   way   we   stop   and   help   others   that   need   our   help.   The   way   we   welcome 
new   students   and   their   families   to   our   school   community.   The   way   we   pray   for   our   classmates   and   their 
families.   The   way   we   treat   each   other.   The   way   we   love   each   other.   They   will   know   we   are   Christians   by   our 
love.   We   achieve   an   “A”   letter   grade   in   Faith   Growth   when   we   are   in   Heaven   with   our   Father. 
 
So   we   have   continued   work   to   do.   We   will   not   sit   by   idly   and   rest   on   our   laurels.    We   will    roll   up   our   sleeves 
and   get   back   to   work.    We   will    plan   for   what   is   next   before   it   gets   here.    We   will    brainstorm,    we   will    get   ideas, 
we   will    look   at   other   school’s   best   practices,    we   will    pray   for   God’s   guidance,   and    we   will    prepare   for   the 
storm   of   faith   that   is   to   come.    We   will    embrace   these   challenges,    we   will    thrive   on   our   diversity,    we   will 
flourish   with   the   changes   we   face,   and    we   will    continue   to   work   with   you   as   our   partner   in   academic   growth, 
in   increase   service   to   others,   and   most   importantly   in   growth   in   faith   in   God,   through   Jesus   Christ,   our 
Savior.  
 
I   hope   you   have   a   great   weekend   and   we   will   see   you   at   Mass   this   weekend   with   your   children! 
 
Thanks   and   God   Bless, 

 
Rusty   Albertson 
Principal 
St.   Mark   Catholic   School 
“Come   Grow   in   Faith” 
 
1   Timothy   4:12       "Let   no   one   have   contempt   for   your   youth,    but   set   an   example   for   those   who   believe,   in 
speech,   conduct,   love,   faith,   and   purity " 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming   Events 
 

October  30-31 Book   Fair   Preview   Days 

November 1-3 Book   Fair 

 4 SMCS   Holiday   Craft   Fair 

 10 Second   Quarter   Progress   Reports 

 12 School   Commission   Pancake   Breakfast-Schafer   Hall,   8:30-11:00   am 

 21 Thanksgiving   All-School   Mass-Church,   9:00   am 

 21 Staff   Development-Students   Dismissed   at   1:00   pm   (No   After   Care) 

 22-24 Thanksgiving   Break,   No   School 
   

South   Deanery   Middle   School   Students 

                                                                  ... 
Jr.   High   Black   Light   Volleyball   Social   at   St.   Roch   gym   on   Friday,   October   20 th    from   7-9pm. 
Admission   is   $5.00.    All   6,7   &   8 th    graders   from   South   Deanery   are   welcome ! 
______________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                
Shout   out   for   Book   Fair   Volunteers 

Volunteers   needed   for   the   Book   Fair.      Please   email   Mrs.   Koesters   at    kkoesters@stmarkindy.org    if 
you   can   assist   during   any   of   the   following   times: 
 
Monday,   October   30             8:00   -   10:00       Tag   books 
       10:00   -         3:00                                       Assist   students   with   preview 
Tuesday,   October   31          12:00   -      3:00                                 Assist   students   with   purchases 
Wednesday,   November   1          12:00   -      3:00                                 Assist   students   with   purchases 
                3:00   -      7:00                                 Family   Night 
All   volunteers   are   to   have   completed   the   Safe   and   Sacred   training   as   well   as   have   a   signed   Volunteer   Policy 
form   on   file. 

mailto:kkoesters@stmarkindy.org


 
 

  

 
 
The   8th   grade   class   will   have   Texas   Roadhouse   rolls   for   sale   through   Sunday,   October   29.      Your 
order   will   be   available   for   pickup   Monday,   November   20th   from   3:00   ~   6:00   pm   -   just   in   time   for   your 
Thanksgiving   dinner!      An   order   form   is   available   at   the   end   of   the   newsletter.      If   you   do   not   know   an 
8th   grade   student,   please   bring   your   order   form   and   payment   to   the   school   office   Friday,   October   27. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
Help   support   our   8th   grade   class   by   being   a   vendor   in   the   Holiday   Craft   Fair   or   attending   the 
Holiday   Craft   Fair   on   Saturday,   November   4th   in   Monsignor   Schafer   Hall   from   8:00   ~   3:00   pm. 

 
If   you   would   like   to   be   a   vendor    (only   three   vendor   spaces   left!)    in   the   St.   Mark   Catholic   School 
Craft   Fair,   please   register   at:    https://goo.gl/forms/Smr565m6UfJovNxk2 

 
As   in   the   past   we   will   try   to   register   one   of   each   brand   (Avon,   Party   Lite,   etc)   for   our   Holiday   Craft 
Fair.   You   will   get   1   -   8'   table   and   two   chairs   for   your   $40   registration   fee.   We   only   have   spots   for   25 
booths   and   registrations   will   be   taken   in   the   order   they   are   received   (with   fee).   You   can   mail   the 
vendor   fee   to   SMCS,   541   E.   Edgewood   Ave.,   Indianapolis,   IN      46227   or   bring   to   the   school   office. 

 
Concessions   will   be   provided   by   our   8th   grade   class.   If   you   have   any   questions   please   email   this 
year's   St.   Mark   Craft   Fair   Co-chairpersons:   Kirstia   Cropper   (    kcorbin28@hotmail.com    )      or   Lindsay 
Miller   ( millerl@centergrove.k12.in.us ) 
 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/Smr565m6UfJovNxk2
https://goo.gl/forms/Smr565m6UfJovNxk2
mailto:millerl@centergrove.k12.in.us


 
 

 
Can   Food   Drive   -   Race   to   End   Hunger 

October   23   through   November   17 
 

St.   Mark   Catholic   School   families   are   helping   the   Little   Sisters   of   the   Poor,   David   S.   Moore   Food 
Pantry,   Hunger   Inc.   and   the   Cathedral   Soup   Kitchen. 
 

● The   Little   Sisters   of   the   Poor   help   the   elderly   of   Indianapolis 
● David   S.   Moore   and   Hunger,   Inc.   serve   our   neighbors   on   the   southside   of   Indianapolis 
● Cathedral   Soup   Kitchen   help   feed   the   homeless   of   Indianapolis. 

 
Students   should   bring   in   non   perishable   food   items,   such   as   canned   food,   soup,   boxed   pasta,   etc. 
Please   take   to   their   home   room   teachers. 
 
The   pantries   have   requested   no   bottled   water.   
 

 
 

 
KROGER   COMMUNITY   REWARDS   PROGRAM 
Register   online   at    krogercommunityrewards.com .      You   will   need   your   Kroger 
Plus   card   number. 
 

                         Box   Tops  
                              Please   place   Box   Tops   in   the   collection   boxes   in   the   church   narthex   or   school  
                              entrance.  
 
                            Coca-Cola   Rewards   Program   is   back   this   year!  

                                    Caps   and   boxes   that   have   a   "My   Official   Coke   Rewards   Code"   on   them   can   be 
                                    redeemed   for   money   and   the   money   goes   back   to   St.   Mark   School!   Here   are  
                                    some   of   the   brands   that   can   be   redeemed   for   points: 
                                    J ust   turn   your   coke   reward   products   into   Mrs.   Leszcynski   in   the   office! 
 

http://krogercommunityrewards.com/


 
 

 
 

 

 
Lunch   Menu   -   Week   of   October   23   thru   27 

 
Monday                                        Penne   Pasta   with   Beef   Meat   Sauce,   Breadstick   Bites   and   Caesar   Salad 
Tuesday             Hot   &   Spicy   or   Golden   Chicken   Tenders,   Dinner   Roll,   Mashed   Potatoes   and   Gravy 
Wednesday                     Soft   Tortilla,   Beef   Taco   Meat,   Rice   Pilaf,   Corn   and   Shredded   Cheese  
Thursday                               Eggstravaganza,   Chocolate   Chocolate   Chip   Muffin   and   Sweet   Cooked   Carrots 
Friday                                                 PK-1   Cheese   Pizza;   2-8   4x6   Pork   Sausage   Pizza   and   Breaded   Mozzarella   Sticks;  
                                                                                          All-Green   Beans 
 
 
 

  
 
For   CYO   athletic   questions,   please   contact   one   of   the   following   on   the   St.   Mark   Athletic 
Commission   Board: 

● SMAC   President   ~   Andy   Swiezy   at   the   following   email: 
                                  andyswiezy83@gmail.com 

● SMAC   Athletic   Director   ~   Kris   Able   at   the   following   email: 
                                   kable@stmarkindy.org .    
  
 
Event Day   of   Week Opponent Time,   Location 
October   20   –   27 
Cadet   Girls   BB Saturday   (10/21) St.   Barnabas 9:00,   St.   Mark 
4   Girls   BB Saturday   (10/21) St.   Barnabas 10:00,   St.   Mark 
56C   Girls   BB Saturday   (10/21) St.   Roch 11:00,   St.   Roch 
56B   Girls   BB Saturday   (10/21) St.   Pius   X 11:00,   St.   Mark 
Cadet   Girls   BB Monday   (10/23) St.   Pius   X 5:30,   St.   Pius   X 
56B   Girls   BB Tuesday   (10/24) OL   Grace 7:00,   OL   Grace 
4   Girls   BB Thursday   (10/26) Nativity 5:00,   St.   Mark 
56C   Girls   BB Thursday   (10/26) St.   Malachy 6:00,   St.   Mark 

 

mailto:andyswiezy83@gmail.com
mailto:kable@stmarkindy.org
mailto:kable@stmarkindy.org


 
 

 

 
                                                                                                   FREE   RONCALLI   WRESTLING   CLINICS 

 
The   Roncalli   High   School   wrestling   staff   will   host   FREE   CYO   Wrestling   Clinics   after   school   from 
3:30pm-5:00pm   during   the   month   of   October.   South   Deanery   students   are   encouraged   to   attend   as 
many   of   the   dates   throughout   the   week   as   they   can!    This   clinic   is   designed   for   all   levels   of 
wrestlers.   It   is   a   great   place   for   someone   to   come   try   our   sport.   If   your   child   enjoys   their   time   on   the 
mat,   then   they   can   join   their   CYO   school   team   and/or   Rebel   Wrestling   Foundation   (Roncalli’s 
Wrestling   Club). 
 
Monday,   October   23rd   @   St.   Jude  
Tuesday,   October   24th   @   St.   Roch 
Wednesday,   October   25th   @   SS   Francis   &   Clare  
Thursday,   October   26th   @   St.   Barnabas 
 
Questions:   Contact   Coach   McClurg    317-501-8306    or    wrestling@roncalli.org 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Roncalli   Open   House 
 
Roncalli   invites   all   prospective   students   in   5th   –   8th   grades,   along   with   their   parents   and   family 
members,   to   join   us   for   our   Open   House   on   Thursday,   November   2nd   from   6:00   pm   –   8:00   pm. 
 
All   facets   of   school   life   at   Roncalli   will   be   on   display.   Prospective   students   will   be   able   to   visit 
information   booths   on   all   academic,   extra-curricular   and   service   organizations   and   have   an 
opportunity   to   speak   with   current   students,   teachers,   coaches,   club   moderators   and   school 
administrators.   Tours   of   the   school   will   be   available   throughout   the   entire   two   hour   time   period.  
 
Please   stop   by   and   see   why   so   many   people   are   making   Roncalli   their   choice   for   a   high   school 
experience   unique   to   them!     For   more   information,   please   contact   Roncalli   High   School   at    (317)  
787-8277. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Roncalli   High   School   Placement   Test 
Roncalli   is   excited   to   host   the   Class   of   2022   for   the   High   School   Placement   Test   on   Saturday, 
November   4!   Additional   details   are   below:  

● Test   begins   at   8:00   AM;   students   should   arrive   by   7:45   and   enter   through   Door   #5 
(Auditorium)   or   Door   #10   (LaSalle   Street). 

● There   is   no   pre-registration   for   this   test. 
● There   is   a   $10   fee   to   cover   the   cost   of   the   test;   the   student   should   bring   this   with   them   to 

the   test   (Cash   or   check   payable   to   Roncalli   High   School). 
● Calculators   are   not   allowed   (Unless   stated   on   an   IEP/ISP). 
● Student   should   bring   two   #2   pencils. 
● Results   will   be   mailed   home   by   the   end   of   November 

Parents   are   also    strongly   encouraged    to   attend   an   Admissions   Information   meeting   on   the 
morning   of   the   High   School   Placement   Test   from   10:00   –   11:15   AM   in   the   Roncalli   Auditorium. 

mailto:wrestling@roncalli.org


 
 

 
 

 Junior   Rebels   Volleyball   Club
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Players   will   be   notified   if   they   have   made   a   team   via   email   the   last   week   of 
November.   

● Practices   will   be   2-3   times   a   week.      Times   and   location   will   vary   based   on   gym 
availability.   

● Teams   will   play   all   day   tournaments   (either   on   Saturday’s   or   Sunday’s)   1-2 
times   per   month   starting   in   January.   

● All   players   will   receive   two   t-shirt   jerseys.      Players   will   be   asked   to   have   black 
spandex,   kneepads,   and   appropriate   volleyball   shoes.   

● Cost   is   $700       age   groups: 

13   and   Under :   September   1,   2004-   August   31,   2005 

12   and   Under :   September   1,   2005-   August   31,   2006 

11   and   Under :   September   1,   2006-   August   31,   2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


