
September   11,   2020  

Parents,  
 
Matthew   22:39   “ You   shall   love   your   neighbor   as   yourself”  
 
Many   of   you   have   seen   firsthand   the   ugliness   and   pain   that   social   media   can   cause.   We   live   in   a   world  
where   people   find   strength   and   power   hiding   behind   their   phone   or   their   computer   keyboard.   Some   people  
see   this   as   a   chance   to   express   their   rights   to   free   speech,   no   matter   who   they   hurt,   or   who   they   distance  
themself   from.   The   spew   of   words   of   hate,   of   racism,   and   of   fear   to   help   convince   others   that   their   view   and  
only   their   view   is   the   correct   one.   And   if   you   disagree   with   their   view,   then   you   will   be   the   subject   of   their  
unkind   words   and   rhetoric   via   replies   on   twitter,   Instagram,   Facebook,   or   other   social   media   platforms.   
 
And   if   you   think   your   children   are   not   watching   you   or   reading   your   post,   you   are   wrong.   Bigotry,   racism,  
hate   speech   are   learned   behaviors.   They   can   be   learned   at   a   very,   very   young   age.   From   adults,   from  
siblings,   from   your   friends   and   colleagues,   from   social   media,   from   TV,   from   the   internet,   from   music,   from  
literature,   and   yes,   from   you.   Your   children   come   out   of   the   womb   with   no   preconceived   notions   of   race.   If  
we   get   a   pre-kindergarten   student   that   utters   a   racist   word,   we   can   determine   that   they   heard   it   from  
someone   else.   If   we   have   students   that   get   on   social   media   and   try   to   mirror   the   words   of   hate   that   they  
hear   on   youtube   or   on   tv   from   others,   then   it   is   our   duty   to   educate   them,   to   show   them   the   errors   of   their  
ways,   and   to   allow   them   to   see   how   their   unkind   words   are   affecting   others.   
 
Our   current   climate   of   violence,   brutality,   and   death,   because   of   a   person’s   skin   color   is   not   new,   but   it   has  
been   magnified   by   the   reaction   that   it   has   caused,   the   protest   that   it   has   brought   about,   and   hopefully   the  
positive   changes   that   are   to   come.    Changes   that   must   start   in   our   homes,   in   our   schools,   in   our   churches,  
and   in   our   communities.   Changes   that   are   small   will   make   the   greatest   impact   if   they   are   continued   and  
grow.  
 
We   have   all   seen   yard   signs   that   say   “Be   Kind”   or   “Show   Kindness”   and   we   think,   isn’t   there   more   to   it   than  
that?   While   the   issue   of   prejudice   against   people   because   of   race,   ethnicity,   or   language   spoken,   has   been  
prevalent   in   our   country   and   our   world   for   a   long   time,   every   one   of   us,   not   just   professional   athletes   or  
politicians,   has   the   chance   to   make   a   difference.   It   all   starts   with   us,   our   example,   how   we   speak   about  
others,   how   we   treat   others.   Are   we   just   talking   the   talk,   or   are   we   walking   the   walk?    Do   we   go   to   church,  
listen   to   the   Gospel,   hear   the   words   of   love   in   the   Homily,   and   then   walk   out   of   the   church   and   become   a  
hypocrite   with   our   negative   actions,   words,   and   thoughts   about   others   that   are   different   from   us?  
 
Our   world   and   our   country   have   much   more   dangerous   issues   than   COVID19.    We   have   issues   of   hatred,   of  
discrimination,   of   fear,   and   of   death   of   our   fellow   brothers   and   sisters   of   God   because   of   the   color   of   their  
skin.   And   we   can   help   change,   starting   with   the   true   examples   we   are   to   our   children   and   grandchildren.  
Hate   breeds   hate.   Love   spreads   love.   Kindness   that   is   shared   can   be   the   first   step.   It   starts   with   being  
friendly   to   someone.   It   grows   by   getting   to   know   other   people.   It   progresses   into   helping   all   those   who   need  
help.   It   continues   with   being   respectful   to   those   who   look   differently   than   you   do.   It   is   multiplied   by   truly  
welcoming   all   people   to   our   church   and   school.    And   it   will   cause   change   when   we   “Love   our   neighbor   as  
we   love   yourself”   

 



 
 

 
So   start   a   discussion   with   your   child   NO   MATTER   HOW   OLD   THEY   ARE!   Talk   to   them   candidly   about  
racism,   about   our   country's   history,   what   God   says   in   the   Bible   about   this   topic,   and   then   listen   to   them   and  
answer   their   questions.   They   need   to   learn   this   from   you,   their   primary   teacher.   They   need   to   have   you  
model   this   in   your   tweets,   in   your   chats,   in   your   discussions   they   overhear   on   your   cell   phone.   And   then  
check   in   with   them   often   as   every   day   the   world   is   bringing   lots   of   information   and   misinformation   at   them.   
 
I   often   talk   to   students   about   their   words   and   actions.   I   let   them   know   that   their   social   media   footprint   is   a  
permanent   one.   I   tell   them   that   social   media   can   be   a   very   positive   and   useful   tool   to   promote   peace,   but   it  
can   also   be   a   coward’s   way   to   spread   hate   to   anyone   that   will   listen,   follow,   or   like.   Monitor   what   your  
children   are   doing   online,   you   are   the   parents!   We   will   continue   to   partner   with   you   and   our   teachers   and  
admin   team   will   help   to   be   positive   examples   of   what   Christ   teaches   us.   Have   a   great   weekend   and   we   will  
see   you   at   Mass   this   weekend!  
 
 
Thanks   and   God   Bless  

 
Rusty   Albertson  
Principal  
St.   Mark   Catholic   School  
 

 
 

Sept   11   Spirit   Wear   delivered   to   school   and   sent   home   with   oldest/only   child  

Sept  18  1:00  1:00   Student   Dismissal-Teacher   Professional   Development   ( No   Aftercare )  

Sept  28   Fall   Spirit   Week  

Sept  29   Picture   Retake   Day  

Oct  12-16  
 

No   School   -   Fall   Break  
 

 
 
 
Please   remember   to   plan   ahead   for   transportation   for   your   child   for   the   Early  
Dismissal   on   Friday,   September   18.    When   there   is   an    Early   Dismissal,   there   is   no  
aftercare .    All   children   will   need   to   be   picked   up   by   1:00   pm.   

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Lunch   Menu   -   September   14   thru   18  

 

 
 
Monday              Egg   and   Sausage   Burrito   or   Daily   Choice,   Tater   Tots   and   Orange   Juice  

Tuesday             Daily   Choice,   Celery   and   Carrots   w/   Peanut   Butter,   Orange   Wedges  

Wednesday       Daily   Choice,   Cucumber   and   Tomatoes   w/   Ranch,   Grapes  

Thursday          Cheese   Pizza   or   Daily   Choice,   Spinach   Salad   and   Apple   

Friday               Daily   Choice,   Broccoli   and   Cauliflower   w/   White   Bean   Dip   and   Banana   

 
 

 
Kroger   Community   Rewards  
Do   you   shop   at   Kroger?   Sign   up   your   Kroger’s   Plus   Shopper’s   Card   in   the   Kroger  
Community   Rewards   Program   and   choose   “St.   Mark   CatholicSchool”.   Our  
organization   number   is:   XM409.   The   web   site   is:  
https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc   hool-programs  

 
Coca-Cola   Rewards   Program   is   back   this   year!   
Caps   and   boxes   that   have   a   "My   Official   Coke   Rewards   Code"   on   them   
Can   be   redeemed   for   money   and   the   money   goes   back   to   St.   Mark   School!   
J ust   turn   your   coke   reward   products   into   Mrs.   Leszcynski   in   the   school   office  
 
Box   Tops   for   Education  

●    Buy   Box   Top   Products  
● Scan   your   Receipt   (use   the   app   to   snap   a   photo   of   your   receipt   within   14   days   

            of   purchase)  
● Earn   cash   for   your   school!  

 

https://www.kroger.com/topic/sc


 
 

 
 
For   CYO   athletic   questions,   please   contact   one   of   the   following   on   the   St.   Mark   Athletic  
Commission   Board:  

● SMAC   President   ~   Michelle   Goss   at   the   following   email:     gossteach@yahoo.com  
● SMAC   Athletic   Director   ~   Frank   Litz   at   the   following   email:     flitz@stmarkindy.org   

 
There   are   no   athletic   events   scheduled   for   this   week.  
___________________________________________________________________________  

CYO   Winter   Sports  
 

 
 
CYO   Winter   sports   sign   ups   are   now   open   and   available   on   the   CYO   website,  
https://cyoarchindy.org/ .   
 

● Basketball    is   available   for   boys   grades   4-8   and   registration   will   be   open   from   9/10   through  
9/28.    The   season   will   run   from   11/30   through   2/28   and   the   cost   is   $85.   

● Volleyball    is   available   for   boys   and   girls   in   grades   4-8   and   registration   is   open   from   9/10  
through   10/9.   The   season   will   run   from   1/30   though   3/16   and   the   cost   is   $70.    The   season  
will   run   from   11/30   through   2/28   and   the   cost   is   $85.  

● Basketball   is   available   for   3rd   grade   girls,   but   registration   is   a   little   different.    To   register   for  
3rd   grade   girls   basketball   please   email   Frank   Litz   at    flitz@roncalli.org    to   let   me   know.    The  
season   will   run   from   10/10   through   12/5   and   the   cost   is   $70  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Roncalli   High   School:   My   Story,   R   Family   Series  

 
This   week's   video   features   Roncalli   Principal,   Chuck   Weisenbach,   St.   Jude   Parish:   
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNtVIaDTVa0&t=6s  
 
 

For   more   information   on   the   school   and   all   we   have   to   offer,   please   visit  
   www.roncalli.org .   
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